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PREFACE. 


AS  the  author  is  hastening  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourn  no  traveller  returns,  he 
wishes  to  make  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  vineyard, 
in  which  he  has  so  anxiously  toiled,  acquainted  with 
the  discoveries  which  a  long-,  arduous,  and  unin- 
fluenced practice  has  allowed  him  to  call  his  own. — 
Before  he  determined  that  this  little  work  should 
see  the  light,  the  author,  jealous  of  being  partial  to 
his  own  composition,  obtained  leave  to  lay  it  before 

Dr.  Elliotson,  professor  of  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  the  London  University,  and  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  in  the  metropolis. — Dr.  Elliotson 
returned  the  manuscript  with  a  very  flattering  let- 
ter, from  which  the  following  is  an  extract: — 
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London,  April  30th,  1834. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

-  I  feel  much  obliged  by  the  perusal  of 
your  manuscript— it  has  given  me  great  pleasure, 
for  the  practice  is  sound,  and  the  cases  are  highly 
interesting.— I  hope  you  will  publish  it— for  your 
object  is  to  do  good,  and  acquire  honorable  re- 
putation." 

The  author  does  not  wish  to  conceal  the  gratifi- 
cation he  felt  on  receiving  this  testimony;  and  in 
giving  his  little  book  to  the  world,  he  cannot  avoid 
expressing  a  hope  that  it  may  "do  good,"  and  be 
of  some  service  in  a  profession  to  which,  during  a 
life  of  anxious  and  unremitting  exertion,  he  has 
devoted  himself  with  no  less  of  affection  than 
energy. 

He  begs,  in  conclusion,  his  readers  indulgence  in 
the  errors  of  the  press. 


Darlington,  July  26th,  1834. 


ERRATA. 


22,  for  operient,  read  aperient. 
58,  for  dolore  urgenti,  read  urgente. 
70,  for  ichorus,  read  ichorous. 
74,  to  Pulr.  Digitalis,  add  gj. 


PRACTICAL  HINTS, 
&c. 


I  WAS  called  to  a  young  woman  who  had,  what  was 
described  to  me,  as  ulcers  upon  the  tonsils  during 
several  days,  which  at  length  terminated  in  a  com- 
plete  sloughing  of  the  tonsils,  attended  with  an  in- 
tolerable stench  and  great  prostration  of  strength 
I  ordered  the  following  mixture  to  be  taken,-two 
table-spoonfuls  every  two  hours.    Under  this  treat- 
ment  she  soon  found  a  comfortable  warmth  in  her 
skm,  her  pulse  got  up,  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
fauces  turned  off,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  she  was 
perfectly  safe. 

R  Confect.  Aromat. 
Pulv.  Zingib  aa  5j. 
Carbon.  Ammon.  3j. 
Tinct.  Opii.  5ij. 

Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  gviij.  ft.  mistur^. 

I  here  merely  put  out  my  feelers,  having  had 
Z:         "  ^P'"^^"^  mortification's om^ 
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Case  I. 

I  was  soon  furnislied  with  an  opportunity.  A  pri- 
vate of  the  35th  regiment  of  foot,  quartered  at 
Darlington,  being  jealous  of  his  wife,  undertook  to 
destroy  himself  by  laying  upon  his  back  in  an  open 
cow-shed  in  very  cold  weather,  where  he  was  found 
at  the  close  of  the  fifth  day  accidentally.  He  had 
not  tasted  meat  or  drink  the  whole  time.  The  peo- 
ple who  found  him  carried  him  to  the  nearest  pubHc 
house,  and  out  of  their  kindness  poured  into  him 
warm  spirit  and  water,  which  brought  on  a  violent 
inflammation  upon  his  benumbed  legs  ;  and  when  I 
was  ordered  to  attend  him  by  his  captain,  (Stuart,) 
the  whole  of  his  legs  and  feet  were  closely  covered 
with  blue  vesicles,  and  the  pain  had  nearly  forsook 
him,  but  he  had  a  very  cadaverous  countenance  : 
linen  rags  dipped  in  gin,  (being  the  cheapest  spirits 
we  could  lay  hold  of,)  were  spread  upon  his  legs  and 
feet,  and  the  mixture  similar  to  what  was  given  to 
the  young  woman  above,  but  rather  stronger  of  the 
opium,  was  given  to  him.  At  the  end  of  four  days 
the  skin,  the  muscles,  and  the  fat,  were  as  nicely  dis- 
sected ofi^'as  if  it  had  been  done  by  Laui'ence  himself, 
and  the  tendons  were  all  so  beautifully  white  they 
looked  like  clean  white  penny  ribbon  ornamentally 
disposed  over  his  legs  and  feet.  The  poor  fellow  by 
this  time  had  repented  of  the  scheme  of  suicide,  and 
by  the  ordinary  dressings  and  a  little  tonic  medicine 
he  soon  was  enabled  to  mount  his  new  legs,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  no  want  of  elasticity  in  his  walk.  Now 
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the  rule  1  have  abided  by  in  giving  opium  in  morti- 
fication is  to  administer  as  strong  a  dose  as  the  patient 
can  bear  without  feehng  lethargic  or  exhausted.  If 
he  has  a  pain  in  his  head,  or  sweats  copiously  with 
flushed  face  or  cold  clammy  hands,  we  have  gone  too 
far  ;  no  medicine  is  so  certain  or  so  powerful  if  its 
effects  be  watched  with  a.  tolerable  share  of  caution. 

As  I  only  aim  at  directing  the  attention  to  the  good 
effects  of  opium  in  mortification,  I  omit  the  rest  of 
this  man's  case — he  was  allowed  any  thing  he  could 
eat  with  large  potations  of  porter  and  strong  ale.  1 
have  liad  too  much  rough  practice  to  get  to  splitting 
hairs  about  diet,  or  being  too  fastidious  about  dis- 
tinctions where  there  is  no  practical  difference. 

Case  II. 

Thomas  Harpur,  a  sawyer,  was  attacked  with 
typhus  fever,  then  prevalent,  his  head  was  much 
aflf'ected,  for  which  he  was  bled  rather  copiously,  and 
his  bowels  emptied  freely;  this  was  early  in  the 
morning,  the  weather  rather  cold ;  about  seven  in  the 
evening-  his  left  leg  was  attacked  with  violent  inflam- 
mation, particularly  on  the  fore  part ;  his  friends 
neglected  to  inform  us  of  this  circumstance  till  very 
early  in  the  morning,  although  the  man  had  been 
bawling  in  pain  all  the  night.  The  delirium  had  for- 
sook him  the  moment  the  inflammation  took  place, 
and  now  a  large  crop  of  blue  vesicles  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  whole  front  of  his  leg.  The  cloths 
soaked  in  gin  were  immediately  applied,  and  our 
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opiate,  &c.  immediately  administered — but  it  seemed 
tlie  next  day  as  if  the  disease  had  a  mind  to  contest 
the  point  with  us,  for  the  upper  part  of  the  leg  and 
a  Httle  above  the  knee  were  cedemetous,  and  the 
inflamed  part  had  become  very  ])lack  ;  the  same 
treatment  was  continued,  and  on  the  fifth  day  we 
could  perceive  a  fair  line  of  demarcation.  On  the 
sixth  day  we  applied  poultices  of  bread  and  milk  and 
boiled  turnips,  and  we  had  a  rapid  slough  off  the 
front  of  the  leg  and  all  went  on  well  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  how  the  metastasis  relieved  the  head ;  the 
tongue  which  had  been  very  foul  became  clean  when 
a  few  of  the  poultices  had  been  removed,  and  the 
pulse  was  coming  to  its  natural  beat.  As  1  am 
merely  advocating  one  part  of  the  treatment,  to  avoid 
prolixity,  I  only  give  as  much  of  the  case  as  is  neces- 
sary to  throw  light  upon  it. 

Case  III. 

J.  HiLDRED,  a  waggon  driver,  a  very  lusty  man, 
fell  ill  at  Newcastle  of  fever,  which  was  prevalent  at 
that  place  ; — being  anxious  to  be  at  his  own  home  in 
Darlington,  a  bed  was  put  into  a  waggon  and  he  set 
off  in  it  ;  during  the  journey  a  violent  inflammation 
seized  one  leg  and  when  they  sent  for  me,  which  was 
the  next  day  in  the  morning,  his  right  leg  was  covered 
with  vesicles,  his  pulse  quick  and  tremulous,  and  his 
tongue  very  foul,  and  his  limb  almost  double  the  cir- 
cumference of  its  fellow,  lotions  of  spirit  were  applied 
and  a  full  dose  of  the  opiate  mixture  given  every  two 
hours. 
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I  tliis  (lav  met  by  chance  with  an  eminent  sui  ^eon 
and  took  liim  to  see  the  case,  and  told  him  how  I 
Avas  treating  it — he  told  me  I  might  do  as  1  liked  but 
nothing-  would  save  him  but  amputation.  From  this 
day  we  went  on  in  the  usual  way,  keeping-  up  as  re- 
gular a  balance  of  the  animal  powers  by  means  of 
the  medicine  and  porter.  The  limb  had  put  on  a 
very  black  appearance,  and  when  it  gave  signs  of 
sloughing  the  poultices,  with  a  little  help  from  the 
forceps,  brought  away  a  very  large  quantity — but 
this  disease  was  confined  to  the  leg — the  integuments 
of  the  foot  were  not  molested — and  a  very  large  ulcer 
was  left  upon  the  leg,  which  got  well  imder  the 
management  of  Mr.  Wallas,  a  surgeon,  of  this  place. 

Case  IV. 

Mrs.  Poultojv,  an  old  woman  of  this  town,  who 
lived  by  herself,  was  doing  something  on  the  ceiling 
of  her  kitchen,  assisted  to  reach  it  by  putting  one 
chair  upon  another;  when  behold,  her  ladder  slipped 
and  she  fell  against  the  wall,  and  was  suspended  by 
an  iron  crook  which  had  penetrated  the  middle  of  her 
forearm,  and  from  which  she  was  not  immediately 
liberated. — I  was  not  the  first  called  in. — It  was  on 
the  third  day  from  the  accident  I  first  saw  her,  when 
her  whole  arm,  up  to  her  shoulder,  was  in  a  state 
of  complete  mortification.  The  whole  limb  was 
cedemetous,  and  it  was  every  minute  making  further 
progress,  and  her  constitution  was  sinking  rapidly. — 
I  could  not  find  her  pulse:  and  her  tongue  was  a 
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black  red. — I  soon  had  a  dose  ol  my  medicine  into 
her,  and  sat  by  lier  awlnle  to  watch  the  effects  of  il. 
The  first  change  Mas  in  lier  conntenance,  which  took 
place  in  about  an  hour,  and  she  shewed  a  little 
colour,  and  her  pulse  gradually  became  tangible. — 
At  first  it  was  intermittent,  but  that  went  off  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  Now  such  a  M'eakly  creature  as 
this,  being  on  the  wrong  side  of  seventy,  required 
great  watching,  as  too  large  a  dose  of  the  medicine 
would  have  soon  exhausted  her; — l)ut  by  attending 
to  the  balance,  I  felt  quite  sure  of  her,  and  in  a  few 
days  she  was  out  of  danger,  with  very  little  sloughing, 
except  where  the  crook  had  penetrated. 

Case  V. 

A  Porter  to  a  Grocer  in  Blackwellgate,  being 
over-powered  by  a  sugai'  hogshead  which  he  Mas 
letting  down  into  a  cellar,  had  his  hand  so  teri  ibly 
crushed,  and  was  otherwise  so  materially  hurt,  that 
a  violent  mortification  ensued. — I  was  not  called  in 
till  the  third  day. — When  I  saw^'him,  a  black  inflam- 
mation, covered  with  blue  vesicles,  was  in  possession 
of  his  hand.  His  arm  had  been  much  lacerated 
above  the  elbow:  his  arm  Mas  very  oedemetous,  with 
several  pale  vesicles  scattered  over  it.  Linen  dipped 
in  spirit  was  thrown  over  his  hand  and  arm,  and  the 
usual  medicine  given,  which  he  took  made  very 
strong  of  opium,  without  the  least  inconvenience; 
indeed  every  dose  told,  and  in  three  days  mc  had 
a  complete  sloughing  of  the  diseased  portion  of  the 
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hand,  and  of  all  the  niiiscles  of  a  great  pari  of  the 
forearm. — The  iiuui  recovered. 

Case  VI. 

An  old  sailor  wlio  had  served  his  Majesty  a  great 
iiuinber  of  years,  in  every  variety  of  climate,  came 
to  the  Diijsdale  sulphur  baths  to  seek  relief  from  a 
violent  pain  in  both  legs,  but  more  particularly  in 
one  of  them.— As  I  attended  frequently  at  this  de- 
lightful spring,  I  was  sometimes  applied  to  by  this 
poor  man,  and  I  administered  to  relieve  his  suffer- 
ings, but  often  in  vain ;  as  the  cold  weather  advanced 
his  sufferings  increased,  and  grown  desperate,  he  cut 
down  upon  the  metatarsal  bones  of  his  worst  foot 
with  a  penknife,  with  the  view,  as  he  said,  to  bottom 
the  complaint. — A  mortification  immediately  ensued, 
and  as  he  had  been  frequently  assisted  by  some  kind 
hearted  ladies  at  the  hotel,  chiefly  of  Lord  Dundas^ 
ikmily,  as  I  was  not  there  the  first  day,  they  were 
good  enough  to  procure  him  two  surgeons. — As 
soon  as  1  heard  of  it  I  called  upon  the  man,  and 
found  his  leg  was  condemned,  as  the  surgeons  had 
told  him  he  must  lose  his  limb  or  his  life.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  could  not  attend  more  to  professional  etiquette, 
I  was  vexed  at  the  man  being  taken  from  me,  and 
being  conscious  this  was  a  case  I  was  perfectly  mas- 
ter of,  I  was  provoked  to  tell  him  that  if  he  remained 
with  me  I  could  cure  him.  I  have  related  this  gossip 
just  to  shew  that  it  was  considered  a  very  serious 
case.  There  was  nothing  remarkable  in  the  recovery. 
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The  boiies  of  the  great  toe  were  so  completely  denu- 
ded of  tlieir  periosteum,  that  they  were  obliged  to  be 
removed,  and  the  restoration  of  the  limb  was  ratliei- 
slower  than  I  expected ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  a  constitution  is  based  upon  grog-,  which  I 
dare  say  is  frequently  the  case  among-  the  sailors  in 
the  navy.  The  medicine  used  on  this  occasion  was 
from  the  formulae  in  the  first  page,  with  now  and 
then  a  slight  alteration. 

The  man  walked  well  when  he  set  off  for  his  home 
at  South  Shields,  I  should  not  omit  that  the  family 
of  Lord  Dundas  stood  the  whole  expense. 

I  could  give  a  great  many  more  cases  of  successful 
treatment  of  mortification  by  opium  and  spices,  but 
as  the  above  will  shew  sufficiently  how  the  medicine 
acts,  I  will  beg  leave  to  state  a  case  of  its  twin  sister, 
.  Erisipelas,  in  which  a  neglect  of  a  few  hom*s  would 
have  been  fatal.  The  patient  was  Major  Rudd,  a 
lusty  gentleman  of  fifty,  and  subject  to  the  gout; 
he  had  been  indisposed  before  he  set  off"  on  a  journey 
through  Darlington,  but  as  his  complaint  increased, 
he  was  under  the  necessity  of  calling-  in  assistance  at 
this  place:  he  had  had  two  or  three  shivering  fits; 
one  of  his  legs  was  very  large  and  tense,  of  a  flaming- 
red,  and  the  ancle  and  part  of  the  foot  were  covered 
with  transparent  vesicles ;  his  tongue  was  white,  and 
his  pulse  very  quick. — Cloths  dipped  in  spirit  were 
wrapped  round  his  leg ;  a  brisk  purgative,  with  a 
few  grains  of  calomel  along  with  it,  was  given  him, 
and  he  was  ordered  immediately  home,  with  direc- 
tions that  when  his  purgative  had  operated,  he  was 
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immediately  to  begin  with  the  usual  medicine  against 
mortification,  as  prescribed  in  the  first  page.  I  saw 
him  the  next  day  at  his  own  house — he  was  going 
briskly  on  with  his  medicine  and  spirit- washes,  of 
which  he  approved  exceedingly,  as  he  said  his 
feelings  were  much  more  comfortable  under  them ; 
— he  was  allowed  a  few  glasses  of  wine  every  day. 
On  the  third  day  there  w^as  a  deal  of  discharge,  and 
scabs  were  disposed  to  form ;  and  I  could  not  help 
flattering  myself  that  the  leg  was  a  good  deal  re- 
duced in  size,  as  well  as  in  tension.  I  did  not  see 
him  after  the  sixth  day,  when  I  could  fairly  pro- 
nounce him  safe ; — the  scabs  were  no  way  trouble- 
some, and  the  volume  of  the  limb  greatly  reduced. 

We  see  very  few  cases  of  genuine  erysipelas  in 
this  neighbourhood,  owing,  I  presume,  to  the  fine 
wholesome  air  on  the  banks  of  the  Tees ;  but  when 
I  have  met  with  it,  of  whatever  nature  I  find  it,  the 
first  move  is  a  few  grains  of  caloniel,  along  with  a 
brisk  purge,  and  after  this  we  finish  with  our  usual 
antigangrenous  mixture  and  spirit  lotions ;  but  this 
should  be  observed,  that  it  does  not  seem  that  there 
is  occasion  for  so  much  opium  in  ordinary  cases  of 
erysipelas,  as  of  mortification ;  and  the  first  of  these 
diseases,  I  think,  requires  more  spices. — This  is  the 
result  of  my  practice,  which  has  not  been  a  confined 
one. — The  practical  reader  will  be  struck  with  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  respective  diseases  are 
brought  to  a  crisis  under  this  practice;  whereas, 
he  will  find  that  under  other  the  most  scientific 
means,  there  is  often  no  material  change  before  the 
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tenth,  twelfth,  or  fourteenth  day.  Tliere  is  another 
severe  method  lately  proposed  for  phlegmonous 
erysipelas,  by  a  gentleman  whose  humane  disposition 
is  indisputable ;  but  he  must  have  had  an  impression 
that  the  treatment  of  the  disease  was  attended  with 
great  hazard,  when  he  proposed  so  awful  an  opera- 
tion: so  far  as  I  know  of  mankind,  nine  out  often 
would  run  the  chance  of  death  before  they  would 
submit  to  such  a  remedy,  which  is  yet  after  all  but 
precarious. — I  trust  the  surgeons,  before  they  go 
any  further,  will  try  a  more  gentle  procedure — For 
they  may  have  daily  practice  in  London,  where 
erysipelas  is  very  common, 

We  have  had  three  cases  very  lately  which  have 
exemplified  the  utility  of  this  plan :  the  first  was  a 
lusty  gentleman  from  Scotland,  who  having  been 
overturned  with  one  of  the  coaches,  and  very  much 
bruised  in  his  leg  and  foot,  was  laid  up  at  the  King's 
Head.  We  very  soon  had  mortification  to  contend 
with,  and  as  our  plan  had  always  been  so  successful 
before,  we  never  thought  of  changing  it. 

This  practice  was  new  to  my  partner,  Dr.  Macfarlan, 
but  the  good  effects  were  so  obvious  there  is  no  doubt 
it  will  never  be  lost  sight  of.  To  see  the  foul  tongue, 
the  sunken  countenance,  the  clammy  skin,  all  beam- 
ing out  like  a  summer's  morning,  and  with  what 
facility  the  diseased  parts  are  thrown  off  as  soon  as 
the  line  of  demarcation  is  formed,  will  greatly  surprise 
any  one  who  has  not  had  the  happiness  of  witnessing 
the  magic  of  this  plan  of  treatment. 

The  last  case  but  one  was  that  of  a  mill-wright,  who 
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had  the  misfortune,  a  few  days  ago,  to  get  his  avm  mucli 
bruised  by  an  accident,  which  the  surgeon  laid  open 
when  in  a  state  of  inflammation. — A  mortification 
was  the  consequence. — The  first  symptom  was  a 
crop  of  blue  vesicles  upon  the  forearm,  with  great 
depression  of  strength  and  spirits ;  a  weak  pulse,  but 
very  quick ;  a  foul  tongue,  and  a  cadaverous  coun- 
tenance.— We  lost  no  time  in  pouring  the  usual 
medicine  into  him :  the  arm  was  fomented  with  de- 
coction of  poppies. — He  soon  began  to  remark  that 
he  felt  a  glow  at  his  heart,  which  is  always  the  first 
harbinger  of  improvement;  after  this  the  sloughing 
makes  rapid  progress,  and  the  cherry  coloured  granu- 
lations come  on  apace.  A  person  who  has  not  seen 
the  disease  treated  with  opium  and  ammonia,  has  no 
notion  of  the  rapid  progress  made  thereby. 

The  last  case  of  mortification  we  have  been  called 
to,  Avas  the  nephew  of  a  very  respectable  veterinary 
surgeon,  in  Darlington,  on  the  tenth  of  last  May ;  he 
was  a  weak  hectic  boy,  who  having  got  a  severe 
blow  upon  his  ankle,  we  had  to  contend  with  a  great 
inflammation,  which  was  succeeded  by  mortification 
of  a  very  malignant  aspect. 

A  person  not  versed  in  the  improved  treatment  of 
mortification,  would  have  consigned  this  lamentable 
case  to  the  knife,  and  considered  the  boy's  recovery 
very  doubtful,  or  diflftcult  in  it.  The  boy's  uncle, 
who  is  a  very  intelligent  man,  could  not  but  marvel 
at  the  direct  control  which  the  medicine  exercised 
over  the  complaint.  There  was  a  complete  sloughing 
off*  of  the  diseased  parts,  which  was  succeeded  by 
fine  granulations,  and  all  was  soon  well. 
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Diabetes. 

Dr.  Bardsley  says,  that  as  no  two  physicians, 
from  the  days  of  Galen  up  to  the  most  learned  of  the 
moderns,  could  ever  agree  concerning  the  nature  or 
pathology  of  Diabetes,  those  who  succeed  in  the  cure 
of  it  must  be  considered  as  empirical.  So  if  the 
fine  spun  theories,  of  which  the  medical  press  has 
teemed  ever  since  I  was  fifteen  years  old,  do  not  fit 
the  disease  at  every  point,  we  have  no  right  to  try 
to  cure  it  without  being  called  quacks  :  a  long  time 
since,  it  struck  me  that  it  was  a  disease  of  the  sto- 
mach, owing  to  a  peculiar  acid  generated  there, 
which  prevented  the  digestion  and  assimilation  of  the 
food. 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  Dr.  Bardsley.  I  am  un- 
der great  obligations  to  him  for  his  kind  attention  to 
one  of  my  family ;  but,  with  his  leave,  I  will  venture 
to  incur  the  name  of  quack  as  often  as  I  can  find  a 
remedy  for  any  disease,  whether  it  has  puzzled  the 
learned  or  not.  After  this  opinion  was  formed,  1 
was  consulted  by  a  military  gentleman,  about  fifty, 
who  was  a  good  deal  wasted  by  the  complaint ; — he 
had  a  craving  appetite,  much  thirst,  and  a  dull  pain 
in  the  region  of  his  stomach,  which  he  could  not  call 
heartburn,  but  it  was  nearly  allied  to  it — for  he  had 
formerly  suffered  a  great  deal  from  the  heartburn  ; 
his  skin  was  dry,  and  his  urine,  he  said,  had  long 
tasted  sweet,  it  was  pale,  and  measured  about  six 
quarts  in  the  twenty- four  hours,  sometimes  more; 
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the  pulsse  was  feeble,  but  not  very  quick;  Ihe  tongue 
red,  and  very  dry,  such  a  tongue  as  is  frequently 
seen  in  the  typhus  fever; — he  had  a  trifling  cough, 
such  as  is  generally  called  symptomatic, — his 
bowels  were  very  confined.  We  began  with  ten 
leeches  applied  to  the  stomach,  and  a  couple  of  the 
common  aperient  pills,  to  be  repeated  every  two 
hours  till  a  passage  is  procured. — The  next  day  the 
following  powder  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  every 
four  hours,  night  and  day,  in  spring  water. 

R  Ferri.  praecip.  gr.  v. 
Opii.  grss.  ad.  gr.  i. 
Pulv.  Arromat.  gr,  iij. 
Cretae  pp.  5j' 
Pulv.  Gum  Arabic.  5j« 
  Jacobi.  gr.  iij.  ni.  ft.  Pulvis. 

The  half  grain  of  opium  in  this  prescription  was 
not  inserted  as  an  astringent, — but  from  my  expe- 
rience, nothing  prevents  the  acid  fermentation  of  the 
stomach  so  certainly  as  a  small  dose  of  opium,  or 
extract,  papav.  alb.  This  gentleman  lived  some  dis- 
tance from  me,  but  he  left  me  with  directions  that 
he  was  to  please  his  appetite  in  what  he  eat,  making 
a  point  that  animal  food  should  prevail  when  he 
could  make  it  agreeable  to  his  taste,  and  he  was 
SWORN  to  take  only  water  to  drink. — A  fortnight  was 
given  him  to  try  the  effects  of  the  medicine,  and  then 
to  let  me  see  him ;  but  he  wrote  to  me  in  the  course 
of  a  week  begging  me  not  to  forget  the  prescription, 
he  said  I  should  see  a  gay  young  fellow  at  the  end  of 
the  fortnight. — When  he  came,  there  was  indeed  a 


strange  alteration — from  a  withered  old  fellow  he 
had  become  corky  and  facetious,  and  begged  me  to 
fix  the  day  when  we  could  have  a  bottle  of  wine  to- 
gether. I  ordered  him  to  be  bled  w^ith  leeches  the 
next  day,  and  then  again  a  fortnight  after  that;  and 
from  this  time  he  rapidly  got  well,  without  any  al- 
teration in  his  medicine,  except  increasing  the  opium 
a  little,  but  never  to  exceed  a  grain,  and  I  had  to 
vary  the  operient  two  or  three  times  to  please  his 
wbims. — I  think  from  first  to  last,  he  took  the  cre- 
taceous medicine  about  six  weeks ;  but  he  confessed 
that  be  sometimes  towards  the  latter  end,  lengthened 
the  interval  between  the  doses. 

I  have  got  to  place  implicit  reliance  upon  this  plan 
of  medicine,  when  we  have  our  patients  tolerably 
early ;  but  they  too  frequently  apply  when  the  tone 
of  the  stomach  and  other  viscera  are  entirely  de- 
stroyed, and  a  hopeless  emaciation  has  taken  place. 

The  faculty  can  sometimes  do  great  things,  but 
we  cannot  perform  miracles. 

1  have  choice  of  cases  of  diabetes,  but  I  will  give  a 
curious  compound  one  next. 

A  very  large  man,  by  trade  a  skinner,  about  sixty, 
both  sober  and  active,  became  anasarcous  after  a 
very  bad  cold,  and  I  could  not  say  whether  there  was 
not  ascites,  as  the  abdomen  was  very  large  and 
tense ;  he  made  a  little  urine,  and  that  high  coloured, 
and  had  great  thirst. — A  quarter  of  a  grain  of  elate- 
rium  was  given,  and  repeated  every  four  hours  during 
almost  the  whole  of  three  days,  which  lig-litened  him 
much :  he  Avas  then  put  upon  iron  and  squills,  with 
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a  very  small  dose  of  calomel,  by  way  of  helping-  las 
strength,  when  he  got  to  be  active  and  rather  florid, 
and  his  dropsy  entirely  left  him.  After  engaging  in 
his  usual  occupation  a  few  weeks,  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  great  weakness  and  thirst  again ;  upon  en- 
quiry what  colour  his  urine  was  of,  he  said  it  was 
pale ;  being  desired  to  taste  it,  he  said  it  was  sweet, 
and  of  an  unusual  smell:  symptoms  of  diabetes  were 
completely  established  — We  set  to  work  with  cre- 
taceous powders. — There  never  was  so  much  pain 
or  soreness  as  to  make  the  leeches  necessary. — 
Aperients  were  frequently  called  for;  and  he  had  not 
the  diabetes  a  fortnight  before  it  was  subdued.  It 
was  well  that  this  good  man  did  not  live  in  the  days 
of  witchcraft ;  he  could  have  got  some  old  woman 
burned  or  drowned  for  practising  her  wicked  art, 
Avhich  there  was  no  escaping  from, — for  in  a  very 
little  time  after  this,  the  dropsy  returned  with  all  its 
force;  and  till  he  was  completely  emptied,  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  employed  for  this  honest  John  Bull ; 
but  alas !  I  had  some  how  lost  his  confidence,  and 
another  practitioner  was  called  in,  to  my  great  mortifi- 
cation, for  I  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  it  out.  I 
was  told  that  he  died  in  a  few  weeks  afterwards. 


The  next  Ca.se 


Was  a  lady  approaching  to  fifty,  with  very  little 
variety  of  symptoms ;  she  was,  when  in  health,  rather 
jolly,  and  she  was  not  much  reduced  when  she  came 
under  my  care:  her  thirst  was  great,  and  her  mouth 
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\'ery  dry,  so  that  she  had  a  great  difficulty  in  spitting- 
out  her  saliva. — The  abdomen  was  large  and  tense, 
but  in  striking  it  there  was  no  difficulty  in  discovering 
that  it  was  only  flatus.  The  region  of  the  stomach 
was  not  verv  sore; — she  had  likewise  all  the  other 
characteristic  symptoms  of  diabetes, — a  copious  dis- 
charge of  sweet  urine — a  very  dry  short  cough,  &c. 
After  clearing  out  the  intestines  with  a  dose  of  calomel 
and  jalap,  I  gave  her  the  cretaceous  medicine  in  a 
variety  of  forms,  but  with  continued  benefit  as  long- 
as  the  disease  lasted.  In  a  great  measure  I  dropped 
restricting  her  to  a  diet  of  animal  food  alone,  and  I 
have  done  the  same  to  every  patient  I  have  had  since 
in  the  diabetes,  and  they  have  not  been  few.  I  have 
told  them  to  find  out  what  kind  of  food  agreed  with 
their  stomachs  best,  and  stick  to  that; — when  the 
palate  was  pleased  we  had  not  so  much  flatus  to 
contend  with,  nor  the  gullet  nor  fauces  so  dry ;  but 
I  have  always  pressed  them  to  be  as  moderate  in 
QUANTITY  as  possiblc.  In  a  state  of  convalescence, 
they  have  been  allowed  a  little  mild  ale  to  their 
butchers  meat  whenever  they  asked  for  it ;  and  I  am 
certain  the  stomach  cannot  be  comfortable  when  the 
diet  is  loathed. 

This  lady  has  continued  well  for  four  years,  with- 
out being  put  in  mind  of  the  complaint. 

I  hope  these  three  cases  will  be  enough  to  make 
the  reader  acquainted  with  my  plan  of  treating  the 
disease.— I  will  next  proceed  to 
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Dropsy. 

This  is  a  very  frequent  disease,  but  there  is  no  one 
plan  of  treatment  applicable  to  all ;  we  have  to  grope 
a  good  while  sometimes  for  an  efficient  remedy,  and 
frequently,  (particularly  when  some  of  the  viscera 
are  diseased,)  are  set  entirely  at  defiance. 

I  have  no  conjectural  theories  to  amuse  my  readers 
with,  what  has  succeeded  with  others  as  well  as  my- 
self I  generally  commence  my  operations  with,  and 
sometimes,  like  foxhunters,  we  have  to  cast  about 
two  or  three  times  before  we  hit  on.  I  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  regular  memorandums, 
— I  wish  now  that  I  had : — when  I  was  in  pursuit  of 
some  difficulty  which  I  was  anxious  to  subdue,  I 
then  kept  minutes  till  I  had  in  some  measure  accom- 
plished the  point  or  despaired  of  success.  The  first 
case  I  find  to  be  a  farmer\s  wife  at  Long  Newton,  a 
lusty  woman  between  thirty  and  forty.  A  respect- 
able practitioner  at  Stockton  had  sent  to  me  to 
meet  him  at  her  house — her  lower  extremities  were 
anasarcous  up  to  her  hips,  and  there  was  strong 
reason  to  believe  there  was  ascites  too.  The  disease 
had  commenced  after  a  bad  cold,  in  which  she  had 
suffered  in  her  chest; — her  first  adviser  had  made 
use  of  those  means  which  intelligent  practitioners  are 
taught  to  place  reliance  upon,  but  there  was  reason 
to  fear  that  the  case  would  be  obstinate.  I  recom- 
mended a  trial  of  Fowler's  tinct.  nicotianse,  beginning 
with  a  small  dose  and  gradually  augmenting  it.  It 
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would  be  tedious  to  spin  out  tlie  case  to  any  length, 
I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  in  a  few  weeks 
she  was  entirely  restored. 

Case  II. 

The  scarlet  fever  being  very  prevalent  in  Dar- 
lington and  the  neighbouring  villages,  brought  us  an 
accession  of  dropsical  patients; — five  of  them  came 
to  my  lot  to  treat  and  I  did  not  consider  them  all 
formidable. 

The  complaint  in  four  of  them  soon  gave  way  to 
calomel  and  jalap.  The  fifth,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  was 
with  difficulty  got  through  the  fever,  which  left  be- 
hind it  a  cough  and  a  troublesome  pain  in  her  chest, 
and  anasarca  almost  universal :  from  laying  so  long 
in  bed,  and  chiefly  upon  the  left  side,  the  integu- 
ments covering  the  left  hip  began  to  be  very  sore 
and  inflamed,  and  a  copious  crop  of  phlyctsenae 
covered  the  whole  joint.  There  was  now  no  time 
for  delay :  linen  dipped  in  gin  was  applied  constantly 
to  the  joint ;  her  pulse  within  the  last  six  hours  had 
become  very  slow  and  weak,  not  much  above  sixty  ; 
her  eyes  seemed  glassy,  and  her  inspirations  were 
eflected  with  difficulty:  my  friend,  on  the  first  page 
of  this  work,  had  never  disappointed  me,  so  I  gave 
her  two  tablespoonfuls  of  this  mixture,  and  in  other 
two  hours  repeated  it ;  and  in  the  intervals  she  took 
a  glass  of  good  port  wine,  with  warm  water,  sugar, 
and  nutmeg,  which  I  was  glad  to  find  she  relished 
very  highly. — I  began  to  see  that  if  we  saved  her 
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life,  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  a  great  sloughing 
off  from  the  hip :  the  separation  commenced — when  1 
did  not  find  it  so  extensive  as  it  was  deep ;  and  the 
medicine  and  wine,  it  was  easy  to  see,  were  every 
day  helping  her  pulse. — I  thought  it  was  owing  to 
the  ammonia  in  her  medicine ;  but  at  this  time  the 
urine  began  to  flow  pretty  copiously,  and  the  legs 
and  feet  were  much  relieved.  Many  who  are  not  so 
accustomed  to  traverse  the  black  sea  of  gangrene  and 
erysipelas,  will  think  me  very  rash  in  beginning 
with  opium  and  stimulants  at  the  time  I  did;  but 
those  who  blame  me  in  this  particular  will  give  me 
credit,  I  hope,  for  watching  without  ceasing,  the  vi- 
tal powers,  and  taking  care  that  they  are  not  over- 
done. If  the  opium  and  stimuli  are  carried  too  far, 
exhaustion  is  the  inevitable  consequence;  and  we 
cannot,  by  any  manoeuvring,  recover  the  strength 
we  have  thrown  away. 

If  I  was  tempted  to  theorise  in  this  case,  I  should 
guess,  that  the  sphacelated  joint  acted  as  a  sedative 
upon  the  diseased  chest,  and  I  opened  my  artillery 
upon  it  just  as  the  pulse  was  sinking. — Mortification 
is  not  so  dangerous  in  tolerable  prudent  hands,  as 
exhaustion  of  the  nervous  energy  from  too  much 
opium. 

We  found  the  cavity  in  the  hip  fill  up  very  slowly : 
I  was  obliged  to  get  my  patient  into  the  country,  and 
give  her  tonics  and  diuretics  before  we  had  done 
with  her. 
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Case  III. 

An  old  gentleman,  ^vlio  lived  near  Darlington,  had 
been  struggling  with  both  ascites  and  anasarca 
sometime,  under  the  care  of  my  dear  good  friend, 
Dr.  J.  Clark,  assisted  by  one  of  the  Darlington  sur- 
geons, when  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  request  me 
to  decide  his  fate. — lie  was  a  feeble  man  of  very 
sedentary  habits,  sitting  up  till  two  or  three  o^ clock 
every  morning;  he  was  temperate  in  his  diet  and 
drink — an  ounce  of  boiled  haddock  was  as  much  as 
ever  he  eat  at  dinner,  which  he  washed  down  with  a 
very  diluted  glass  of  spirit  and  water.  It  is  true 
that  he  had  led  rather  a  rackety  life  in  some  part  of 
his  youth,  but  had  been  wise  enough  to  relinquish 
these  follies  very  early. 

His  pulse  was  weak,  and  a  little  more  than  seventy ; 
the  abdomen  large  and  tense;  and  his  feet  and 
legs,  up  to  his  knees,  very  cedematous;  he  had 
a  good  deal  of  thirst,  and  I  gratified  him  highly  by 
ordering-  him  treacle  beer  for  his  constant  beverage, 
in  which  half-an-ounce  of  cream  of  tartar  was  dis- 
solved in  every  gallon.  He  cautioned  me  against 
giving  him  calomel,  and  informed  me  that  a  quarter 
of  a  grain  had,  two  months  back,  salivated  him 
completely :  he  made  very  little  urine,  and  that  high 
coloured. 

The  following  medicine  had  soon  a  very  good 
effect  upon  him,  along  with  exercise  in  a  carriage. 
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R  Potassae  Acetat.  9j. 
Carbon.  Ammon.  gr.  v. 
Sp.  ^ther.  Nitros.  ^ss. 
Tinct.  Hyos.  gtt.  x, 
Nicot.  gtt.  X.  ad.  XXX. 
Tint.  Scillae  5ss. 

 Digital, gtt.  X.  ad.  xxx. 

Aq.  Menth.  Vir.  m.  ft.  Haubt, 
ter  indies  sumend. 

An  old  woman  travelled  every  day  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Eryholme  to  the  market-town  and  back, 
(nine  miles)  on  foot,  driving  an  ass  with  panniers, 
and  in  general  she  had  very  good  health ;  but  having 
been  caught  in  a  severe  shower  of  rain,  it  injured  her 
health  and  terminated  in  a  very  obstinate  anasarca. 

This  proved  a  very  extraordinary  case,  for  as  fast 
as  she  was  enabled  to  drop  the  use  of  medicine,  she 
was  sure  to  begin  again ;  and  was  filled  up  from  the 
crown  of  her  head  to  the  soles  of  her  feet,  full  sixteen 
times  in  three  years.  I  tried  at  the  first  a  variety  of 
medicines;  but  I  found,  after  a  while,  that  she  kept 
her  strength  the  best  under  the  use  of  small  doses  of 
calomel  and  pulv.  scillae,  gr.  iij.  washed  down  by  a 
solution  of  the  red  oxyd  of  iron,  in  cold  water. 

With  these  she  got  well,  and  was  enabled  to 
traverse  her  old  ground  more  than  twenty  years 
afterwards. 

I  was  sent  for  to  Chester-le-Street  to  see  a  young- 
man  in  anasarca,  of  a  most  formidable  nature; 
he  was  in  bed,  and  had  been  some  time  attended  by 
two  of  our  most  respectable  physicians;  although 
naturally  a  slender  youth,  of  about  twenty, — one 
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might  guess  him  to  weigh  twenty-two  or  twenty- 
three  stones:  his  head  was  a  huge  size,  and  his 
features  quite  obhterated. 

The  excessive  whiteness  of  his  skin  was  very 
striking,  and,  I  presume,  from  the  great  deposit  of 
coagulable  lymph  into  the  cellular  membrane;  he 
felt  upon  pressure,  unusually  firm,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure countenanced  a  remark  which  was  made  by  a 
person  upon  the  spot, — that  he  resembled  a  case  of 
beef  in  frost}^  weather. 

I  need  not  say  that  his  urine  was  scanty  and  his 
thirst  great ;  I  let  him  swig  bottled  porter  and  treacle 
beer  with  the  usual  proportion  of  cream  of  tartar  in 
it. — His  medicines  were  the  solution  of  the  red  oxyd 
of  iron,  with  squills,  and  very  minute  doses  of  calo- 
mel ; — but  he  soon  recovered  the  human  form,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  was  as  active  as  any  of  his  neigh- 
bours. It  is  remarked  by  all  the  writers  upon  dropsy, 
that  frequently  after  the  disease  is  subdued  their  pa- 
tients are  taken  off  by  apoplexy.  We  have  to  la- 
ment that  this  amiable  young  man,  some  months 
after  he  was  apparently  restored  to  perfect  health, 
was  removed  by  a  sudden  death. 

When  I  cast  back,  I  find  that  this  tragical  termi- 
nation is  not  owing  to  any  peculiar  treatment:  all 
the  various  modes  of  treating  dropsy  are  liable  to 
this  sudden  chop,  and  I  do  not  find  that  the  most  in- 
genious pathologist  can  account  for  it. 

A  lady,  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  came  to 
Middleton  to  seek  assistance  from  these  salubrious 
waters,  and  consulted  me.    When  in  health  she  had 


31 


been  a  stout  strong  woman,  but  now  there  was  every 
appearance  of  incipient  dropsy:  her  Hps  and  nose 
and  other  parts  of  her  face  shewed  a  deep  bkie  tinge ; 
her  breathing  was  laborious  under  exercise  ;  the 
pulse  eighty  ;  the  thirst  not  very  great ;  but  the 
most  formidable  symptom  was  a  large  heavy  tumour, 
which  appeared  to  be  suspended  from  the  liver,  or 
from  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  being  very  flaccid 
and  flabby  from  the  rapid  waste  of  flesh,  you  could 
raise  it  up  with  your  hand,  and  be  sensible  of  its 
enormous  size  and  weight. — She  was  immediately 
put  under  the  red  oxyd  of  iron,  with  squills,  and 
very  spare  doses  of  calomel,  in  addition  to  drinking 
the  water,  and  a  warm  bath  every  second  day. — The 
first  change  observable  was  in  her  complexion ;  the 
lady  began  to  lose  her  blue  tint  from  her  lips  and 
nose,  in  about  a  fortnight ;  and  in  six  weeks,  the  tu- 
mour was  very  materially  lessened ;  and  in  two 
months  she  talked  of  leaving  ofl"  her  medicine. 

In  short,  she  got  c[uite  well,  and  the  tumour  did 
not  return  during  my  acquaintance  with  her,  and  she 
came  to  visit  the  place  the  year  after,  in  good  health ; 
and  has  visited  Middleton  this  year,  (1834,)  qvute 
well. 

Mr.  ,  a  captain  of  a  ship,  about  fifty,  came 

to  Middleton  in  very  bad  condition.  He  was  highly 
jaundiced;  had  a  hard  and  much  enlarged  liver; 
the  abdomen  was  hard  and  much  distended ;  and  leg's 
and  thighs  very  cedematous ;  a  great  thirst,  no  appe- 
tite ;  and  very  short  in  his  breathing,  particularly  in 
walking  or  being  laid  horizontally.     I  gave  this 
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man  a  third  of  a  grain  of  elateriiim  every  three  lionr» 
till  it  produced  nausea. — If  this  be  persevered  in,  we 
soon  have  a  great  explosion  from  the  bowels,  which 
is  generally  succeeded  by  a  copious  flow  of  urine, 
which  was  the  case  now ;  and  when  the  effects  of  the 
elaterium  was  passed  away,  he  was  put  under  the 
red  oxyd,  with  squills,  calomel,  and  digitalis,  and 
left  Middleton  very  well.  I  took  the  liberty  of 
giving  him  a  lecture,  on  departing,  upon  his  mode 
of  living',  which  I  wish  he  had  attended  to,  as  he  re- 
turned three  years  after  in  a  hopeless  condition. 

After  the  first  season  that  this  gentleman  was  at 
Middleton,  I  had  another  of  the  same  profession,  of 
a  much  lighter  make,  and  better  complexion,  in  gen- 
eral dropsy :  he  had  insatiable  thirst,  so  treacle  beer, 
with  one  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar  to  the  gallon,  was 
the  order  of  the  day;  and  the  following  powder 
every  four  hours,  which  had  in  the  end  a  very  good 
effect. 

R  Potassae  Nitrat.  gr.  xij. 

Pulv.  Digital,  gr.  i.  P.  Scillas  gr.  ij. 
Pulv,  Sem,  Hyos.  gr.  ij.  Calomel  ^. 
P.  Arromat.  gr.  ij.  Sach.  Alb.  gr, 
m.  ft.  PuIt. 

After  taking  it  two  days,  we  made  the  interval  six 
hours  ;  and  after  the  urine  began  to  flow  fi-eely, 
only  three  times  a  day  sufficed.  Before  this  gentle- 
man left  us,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  give  him  the 
solution  of  oxyd  ferri.  rub.  a  week,  by  way  of 
STEELING  him, — but  I  have  since  heard  that  he 
keeps  fair  health. 
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Ax  old  gentleman  came  to  Middletoii  from  North- 
umberland afflicted  with  ascites  as  well  as  anasarca  ; 
he  had  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  I  believe  of 
temperate  habits,  his  thirst  was  great  and  urine  very 
scarce — he  was  prescribed  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
elaterium  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours.  The  re- 
sult was  as  usual,  a  nausea  for  some  hours,  and  after 
that  a  dreadful  explosion  from  his  bowels  and  a  dis- 
charge of  urine,  which  emptied  him  completely  in 
two  days,  when  he  went  home  and  I  heard  no  more 
from  him. 

Mel^na,  with  General  Dropsy. 

An  unmarried  lady,  about  forty,  came  to  Middle- 
ton  from  one  of  the  northern  sea-ports ;  she  was  a 
very  bad  colour,  her  skin  being  a  sort  of  dusky 
green,  and  the  digestive  organs  much  deranged. 
She  now  and  then  threw  up  a  small  quantity  of  a 
pitchy  looking  fluid,  and  her  stools  were  often  nearly 
black  but  more  frequently  resembling  putty  but 
somewhat  darker,  her  pulse  was  in  general  about 
eighty.  She  made  little  urine,  but  it  was  not  of  so 
bad  a  colour  as  might  be  expected  :  there  was  much 
pain  and  soreness  about  the  region  of  the  liver,  which 
seemed  under  examination,  both  hard  and  enlarged, 
and  the  pain  frequently  shot  over  to  the  opposite 
side.  In  this  way  she  had  been  some  months  when 
she  found  out  Middleton. 

I  began  with  the  red  oxyd  of  iron,  with  squills,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  which  were  repeated 
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every  four  hours.  In  a  very  few  weeks  her  colour 
was  chauged,  and  the  rest  of  her  body  and  limbs 
quite  reduced  ;  the  region  of  the  hver  too  had  lost 
its  wonted  pain  and  soreness.  From  the  favourable 
account  she  had  given  of  her  recovery  to  her  friends, 
they  had  begun  to  visit  her,  when  she  was  taken  off 
by  apoplexy  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  This  ter- 
mination of  dropsy  remains  an  opprobrium  to  our 
art,  which  we  know  not  how  to  remedy. 

Neuralgia  Ophthalmica. 

About  the  close  of  the  year  1826,  there  was  a  long 
continuance  of  easterly  winds  about  Darlington,  and 
colds  and  rheumatisms  prevailed  very  much.  About 
the  latter  end  of  November  we  were  called  to  a  man 
who  was  suffering  severely ;  he  was  a  hind  to  a  wealthy 
farmer  of  this  place,  and  had  been  in  consequence 
much  exposed  to  the  cold  bleak  winds  then  prevail- 
ing. The  medical  person  who  had  been  attending 
him  about  a  month  had  made  his  family  understand 
that  he  laboured  under  fever  in  the  brain. — From 
what  we  could  gather  he  had  been  attacked  at  first 
with  a  violent  shivering  fit,  which  terminated  in  a 
dreadful  pain  in  the  centre  of  his  eyeball ;  after  some 
weeks  suffering  it  had  now  got  possession  of  both  his 
eyes,  and  was  intermittent,  but  with  no  regularity. 
When  the  fit  came  on  he  complained  of  an  acute 
deep-seated  pain  in  his  head,  which  was  generally 
accompanied  with  violent  convulsions,  and  although 
he  was  a  strong  courageous  man  his  severe  suffering 
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made  liim  bawl  out  like  a  child. — The  antiphlogistic 
plan  had  already  been  carried  to  a  great  extent ;  he 
had  lost  much  blood  both  locally  and  generally  with- 
out any  relief.  The  outer  coats  of  the  eyes  did  not 
appear  much  inflamed,  the  colour  could  only  be 
called  a  pink,  and  no  part  was  bloodshot: — but  what 
seemed  to  occasion  the  greatest  torture  was  the  con- 
vulsive extension  of  the  muscles  of  the  orbits,  which 
drew  the  eyes  in  various  directions,  attended  with  a 
powerful  strabysmus  and  the  loss  of  his  senses  for  a 
few  minutes. — We  commenced  with  a  strong  ammo- 
niated  guaiacum  mixture  with  a  good  proportion  of 
opium. 

Whatever  experienced  practitioner  has  had  a  case 
of  this  kind  will  readily  acknowledge  that  it  is  not 
WHISTLED  off.  Although  wc  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  medicine  was  well  adapted  to  his 
case,  yet  the  disposition  to  return  was  so  powerful, 
both  my  son,  (Dr.  B.  Peacock,)  and  myself,  who 
jointly  attended  him,  where  much  afraid  that  some 
organic  loesion  would  take  place ;  as  cases  are  related 
from  the  continent  where  the  eye  has  suppurated  un- 
der its  torments,  or  some  cruel  surgeon  has  ampu- 
tated the  eyeball  to  save  this  terrible  alternative. — I 
do  not  scruple  to  say  that  the  medico-chirurgical 
faculty  are  in  general  too  fond  of  operations,  and  if 
they  had  pursued  with  as  steady  a  zeal  the  art  of 
curing  dangerous  and  painful  diseases  by  medicine 
instead  of  using  the  knife,  they  would  in  time  acquire 
double  the  credit  in  the  cure,  as  our  father  in  surgery, 
Mr.  Pott,  frequently  remarked  in  his  lectures. 
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After  we  had  got  through  this  man^s  case,  we  had 
another,  in  a  young  shoe-maker  who  had  heen  playing 
fives  late  in  an  evening,  and  when  he  was  attacked 
it  was  by  a  violent  shivering,  which  returned  two 
successive  days,  and  then  missed  him  two  or  three 
days:  but  in  this  young  man  it  only  occupied  the 
right  eye. — Before  I  saw  him  he  had  put  upon  his 
right  temple  a  leather  plaister  spread  with  shoe  makers 
wax, — and  as  he  begged  hard  to  retain  it  upon  his 
face,  I  made  no  objection  during-  a  few  days,  when  it 
was  removed  for  the  purpose  of  applying  fomenta- 
tions of  cap.  papav.  alb.  which  I  find  well  adapted 
to  the  end  in  view. — This  case  gave  way  most  com- 
pletely in  about  three  weeks,  under  guaiacum  and 
opium.  But  about  this  time  we  were  meeting  with 
cases  almost  every  day;  some  weak  and  others  more 
formidable,  which  all  gave  way  to  the  means  described 
above. — In  some  it  was  a  little  worse  than  a  smart 
rheumatism;  but  there  was  so  much  of  it  in  this 
country  that  winter  it  occasioned  a  good  deal  of 
alarm. 

About  this  time  a  lady  and  gentleman  on  their  way 
to  the  south  of  France,  were  cast  away  on  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  as  they  both  stood  in  need  of  medical 
assistance  they  were  removed  to  Southampton  to  ob- 
tain it. 

The  gentleman,  it  seems,  had  this  painful  com- 
plaint in  his  eyes;  and  suffering  immense  tortures 
under  the  depletory  system,  one  of  his  eyes  suppu- 
rated, and  he  lost  it. — His  mother,  who  lived  in 
Darlington,  could  not  be  kept  at  home  any  longer ; 
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but  in  the  midst  of  a  cold  winter  set  off  with  the 
resolution  to  bring-  him  home,  which  she  effected  in 
a  very  few  days,  although  suff'ering*  under  inde- 
scribable pangs :  and  well  was  it  for  this  young-  gen- 
tleman that  we  had  seen  those  other  awful  cases 
before ;  for  without  that,  the  other  eye  would  have 
gone  after  the  first,  for  when  he  arrived  in  Darling- 
ton it  was  certainly  in  a  most  serious  condition  ; 
however  we  set  to  work  in  the  usual  way,  and  in 
less  than  two  months  it  was  free  from  disease. 

I  have  neglected  to  remark,  that  we  did  not  refuse 
our  patients  in  this  disease  a  pint  of  ale  or  two,  or 
three  glasses  of  wine,  every  day. — The  pain  took 
away  the  appetite  for  solids. 

Pain  from  Exhaustion. 

Whether  I  designate  this  chapter  aright,  I  can- 
not say,  as  I  am  so  little  disposed  to  theorise; — and 
those  who  like  this  employment  may  settle  it  their 
own  way;  it  is  from  the  mode  of  cure  that  I  have 
taken  up  the  idea. 

A  gentleman,  apparently  between  forty  and  fifty, 
came  to  our  popular  watering  place,  Middleton,  with 
a  violent  deep-seated  pain  in  his  head ;  which  upon 
an}^  exertion,  as  walking,  or  lifting*  even  a  moderate 
weight,  threw  him  into  convulsions,  apparently  of  the 
epileptic  kind. — I  found,  upon  enquiry,  he  had  had 
some  troubles  upon  him,  which  he  had  dwelt  upon 
a  good  deal. — His  pulse  was  about  eighty-six,  and 
neither  hard  nor  strong;  the  eyes  were  not  red,  but 
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the  pupils  were  a  little  larger  than  we  generally 
meet  with  in  health ;  the  urine  sometimes  very  pale, 
and  in  good  quantity ;  from  what  I  could  learn,  the 
depletory  system  had  been  carried  to  some  extent ; 
after  emptying  his  bowels,  I  gave  him  the  following 
powder,  to  be  repeated  every  six  hours. 

R.  Pulv.  Ipecac.  Comp.  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Aromat.  gr.  iij. 

Calomel  Opii.  Pulv.  ana.  gr.  ss.  m.  ft.  Pal?, 

This  medicine  released  him  from  his  sufferings 
very  soon,  so  that  in  a  few  days  he  was  enabled  to 
go  home. 

I  was  called  in  to  consult  upon  the  case  of  a  car- 
penter, in  Piersebridge,  who  had  long  suffered  under 
an  intense  pain  in  the  head,  which  had,  with  some 
reason,  been  supposed  to  proceed  from  occasional 
inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain. — The 
pupils  of  his  eyes  were  rather  contracted ;  his  pulse 
from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  ten,  when  the 
pain  was  bad ;  and  when  it  was  upon  him  a  sudden 
shake,  or  a  false  step,  was  very  inconvenient. — The 
depletory  practice  was  pushed  to  no  purpose. — This 
case  was  a  puzzle ;  but  the  compound  ipecacuanha, 
with  small  doses  of  opium  and  calomel,  restored 
him. 

A  near  neighbour  to  me,  had  a  fine  well-grown 
child,  about  three  years  old,  who  had  been  observed 
to  droop  a  good  deal  during  a  fortnight  or  more ;  a 
strong  light,  or  a  noise,  both  offended  him ;  he  fre- 
quently was  observed  to  rest  his  head  upon  one  of 
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tlie  chairs,  and  often  screamed  suddenly,  putting  his 
hand  to  his  head ;  his  bowels  were  costive,  and  his 
stools  very  dark ;  his  pulse  ran  two  or  three  changes 
during  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  the  heat  of  the 
skin  was  always  great — and  the  tongue  always  white  ; 
he  had  an  acute  pain  always  in  his  belly. 

The  first  step  was  to  purge  him  briskly, — but  this 
made  no  change  in  the  colour  of  his  stools.  The 
pupils  now  became  large,  accompanied  with  a  com- 
plete strabysmus,  and  frequently  flushings  of  the 
face:  as  his  plaints  from  his  head  and  belly  were 
now  becoming  very  intense,  I  ordered  him  gtt.  vij. 
tinct.  opii.  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours. — 1  was 
greatly  encouraged  when  I  found  him  quite  calm 
and  placid  under  this  medicine.  When  he  had  taken 
it  five  times,  the  dose  was  increased  to  eight  drops 
every  four  hours.  He  complained  a  little  of  his 
belly  during  the  night ;  but  we  had  no  more  of  those 
shocking  yells  from  the  shoots  into  his  brain.  The 
next  morning  I  gave  him  his  purge  again,  and  re- 
peated it  every  three  hours  till  it  had  the  full  effect. 
— After  this  the  opiate  was  continued  every  four 
hours  till  his  stools  began  to  take  their  natural  hue, 
which  was  in  about  three  days ; — whether  it  was  the 
opium  which  brought  about  these  changes  I  cannot 
yet  say ;  but  it  is  worth  the  while  of  those  who  attend 
children's  dispensaries  to  make  themselves  fully  ac- 
quainted with  its  mode  of  action  till  more  is  known. 

I  had  scarcely  got  the  last  case  recovered  before  I 
was  called  to  a  little  girl  of  four  years  old,  in  Dar- 
lington;— but  in  this  child  the  disease  made  more 
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rapid  progress  at  the  caiiiiriciiceineiit: — one  of  her 
Hrst  symptoms  was  great  heat  and  pain  in  her  fore- 
liead,  with  pain  in  her  helly,  and  very  quick  pulse, 
along  with  dark  stools,  and  her  bowels  very  slowly 
acted  upon.  Jalap,  scammony,  and  calomel,  were 
now  the  order  of  the  day ;  but  these  were  attended 
with  little  relief,  and  no  change  of  colour.  The  pu- 
pils were  generally  large  when  in  health;  and  her 
hair  light  coloured ;  she  was  much  inclined  to  keep 
her  bed;  and  her  pulse  from  being  one  hundred  and 
thirty,  had  now  got  to  be  a  little  more  than  sixty, 
with  a  palpable  strabysmus,  and  the  pupils  much 
enlarged.  I  was  resolved  to  delay  no  longer,  but 
gave  her  tinct.  opii.  gtt,  ix.  and  repeated  this  dose 
every  three  hours;  except  every  now  and  then  we 
rested  upon  our  oars  for  the  sake  of  giving  the  pur- 
gatives;— but  from  the  time  of  the  opiate  being 
given,  there  was  an  evident  relief  from  pain,  and  the 
parents  of  the  child  made  this  remark  with  great 
joy  fulness.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  in 
the  third  day  of  giving  the  opiate,  her  stools  got  more 
natural,  and  she  had  no  more  pain. 

The  three  following  cases  are  so  incredible,  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  give  the  names  and  what  else  I  know 
of  my  patients,  to  be  believed ;  however,  upon  en- 
quiry, every  tittle  will  be  found  authentic. 

Henry  Thompson,  Esq.  was  brought  up  at 
Bowes,  near  Barnard-Castle,  where  he  has  a  brother 
at  present ;  he  was  of  that  class  called  yeomanry. 
But  about  middle  life  he  engaged  with  two  others  in  a 
very  extensive  commercial  speculation,  and  happening 
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to  succeed,  tliey  were  left  immensely  rich  ;  and  wheti 
this  gentleman  sent  for  me  he  had  a  most  sumptuoua 
establishment  of  carriages  and  servants.   Mrs.  Terry, 
of  Darlington,  had  requested  him  to  put  himself 
under  my  care,  and  he  took  a  house  about  half  a 
mile  from  Darlington  ;  but  whilst  his  house  was  get- 
ting ready,  it  came  into  his  head  to  consult  a  noted 
physician  at  Newcastle,  from  whence  he  returned 
without  experiencing  any  relief. — This,  he  told  me, 
was  the  thirtieth  physician  he  had  consulted  since 
the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  the  fiftieth 
surgeon.    His  disease  was  constipation  of  the  bow- 
els; he  had  been  six  months  and  two  weeks  without 
any  discharge  that  could  be  called  a  stool  of  any 
kind  or  consistence.  When  our  patient  was  hungry, 
he  swallowed  any  thing  he  took  a  fancy  to ;  such  as 
game,  half-raw  beef  steaks,  rich  soups,  &c.  &c. 
And  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  he  irritated  his 
throat  with  two  or  three  feathers,  which  made  him 
disgorge  what  he  had  taken,  and  in  a  few  hours  he 
was  fit  for  another  meal.    Sometimes  he  made  a 
little  urine,  but  very  little  and  thick,  and  about  an 
orange  colour ;  and  some  such  orange  coloured  fluid 
as  this  came  up  with  what  he  vomited :  but  it  would 
have  required  the  pencil  of  John  Martin  to  have 
given  any  idea  of  the  horrors  which  beset  you  when 
engaged  in  a  tete  a  tete  with  this  scarcely  human 
being.    The  cuticle  was  nearly  the  colour  of  very  old 
mahogany,  and  adhered  so  closely  to  the  bone,  that  a 
careless  person  might  have  mistaken  it  for  veneering, 
or  a  covering  of  the  bone  with  a  dark  pigment. — 

F 


42 


Mr.  T.  was  more  than  six  feet  high,  with  large 
bones,  and  so  much  emaciated,  that  I  have  proposed 
frequently,  as  a  query,  whether  it  was  possible  to 
scrape  an  ounce  of  flesh  off  his  bones  from  any  part 
of  his  body:  he  could  not  ride  upon  the  softest  car- 
riage seat, — so  that  when  he  attempted  exercise  he 
rested  upon  his  wife's  arm,  and  could  paddle  about 
fifty  yards  in  a  day. — Their  house,  in  Blackwell, 
was  surrounded  with  a  high  wall,  and  frequently  the 
poor  villagers  had  to  pay  for  the  gratification  of  their 
curiosity,  by  peeping  into  the  garden  when  he  was 
using  exercise;  for  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the 
women  and  children  to  take  fits  when  they  got  a 
glimpse  of  him, — indeed  their  screams  were  beyond 
description,  and  at  length  the  gates  had  to  be  locked 
entirely.  When  you  patted  his  sides  with  your 
fingers,  you  were  conscious  you  were  striking  a 
large  wallet  of  pebbles — he  scarcely  had  any  suf- 
fering which  could  be  called  pain. — I  examined  him 
very  minutely,  and  among  other  questions  I  asked 
him  if  he  was  ever  sick,  and  he  said  never  in  his 
life;  at  this  I  could  not  help  breaking  out  into  a 
laugh  in  his  face,  for  which  he  gravely  rebuked  me 
for  making  his  misfortune  the  source  of  merriment, 
— but  I  certainly  never  had  so  pleasant  a  laugh  in 
my  life,  for  it  immediately  struck  me  that  this 
monster  of  a  skeleton  might  be  made  well ;  and  as  it 
tickled  my  fancy,  I  laughed  again  and  again ;  and 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  my  patient  did  not  send 
to  his  friend,  Mrs.  Terry,  to  ask  if  the  physician  she 
had  sent  him  wa.s  quite  sane;  however  we  com- 
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meiiced  operations  the  very  next  day,  and  in  less 
than  two  days  he  had  discharged  a  full  peck  of  ex- 
crement, which  had  a  much  nearer  resemblance  to 
a  peck  of  black  marbles  than  to  any  thing  else ;  they 
were  quite  as  hard,  but  rather  larger,  than  marbles, 
and  as  black  as  jet,  and  very  little  of  the  natural 
foetor.    I  had  put  together  a  very  weak  purging 
mixture  of  the  common  composition,  two  tablespoon- 
fuls  of  which  he  was  directed  to  take  every  four 
hours. — Now,  the  practised  physician  will  see  the 
occasion  of  my  merriment  when  it  broke  out;  and 
if  I  had  not  told  him  what  I  was  about,  he  would 
have  put  five  or  six  grains  of  antimon.  tartar  to  Bviij. 
What  were  the  fifty  surgeons  and  thirty  physicians 
doing  during  the  last  six  months  that  they  could  not 
hit  upon  a  purgative  as  mild  in  its  operation  as  man- 
na is  to  an  infant  ?  for  it  really  did  not  incommode 
him  at  all. — He  had  not  pain  nor  griping.  The 
only  ALARM  rested  with  the  potters,  among  whom, 
our  gi'ape  shot  made  sad  destruction.    After  this, 
Mr.  T.  got  his  flesh  apace,  and  left  Darlington  in 
good  health,  as  many  here  can  bear  evidence  of. 

The  following  case  was  nearly  as  marvellous  as 
the  last.  I  was  told  that  Diana  Coltman  had  come 
to  see  me  from  Winton,  near  Sigston,  Northallerton; 
it  was  a  warm  day,  and  she  had  come  extended  upon 
a  mattress  on  an  open  car,  with  very  great  difficulty ; 
she  looked  as  if  she  had  been  a  good  looking  girl, 
but  much  emaciated ;  indeed  the  account  she  gave 
of  herself  was,  that  she  had  been  confined  in  her  bed 
upwards  of  three  years,  during  which  time  she  had 
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never  taken  a  mouthful  of  meat,  not  even  bread. — 
When  she  attempted  a  small  morsel,  it  threw  a 
violent  pain  into  her  stomach,  which  was  imme- 
diately felt  in  her  head,  accompanied  sometimes  with 
copious  vomitings  of  blood,  and  loss  of  intellect.— 
At  any  time  if  her  head  was  raised  she  lost  her  senses, 
and  all  power  over  her  legs  and  arms;  but  her 
senses  returned  when  she  was  laid  horizontally.  It 
was  curious  that  ripe  fruit  never  disagreed  with  her; 
she  could  take  half  an  orange,  a  plum,  or  a  cherry, 
with  a  high  relish,  and  never  threw  them  up— the 
same  with  gooseberries  or  grapes.  The  most  striking 
feature  was  the  loss  of  sense  when  her  head  was 
raised,  and  of  muscular  power  in  her  limbs ;  when 
she  came  to  me,  her  bowels  were  very  slow,  but  by 
taking',  during'  the  day,  Bj,  pilul.  ccerul.  hydrarg.  and 
as  much  of  the  pilul.  c.  extr.  colocynth  and  wash- 
ing it  down  with  a  mild  saline  mixture,  her  bowels 
became  temperate,  and  her  mouth  never  affected; 
her  urine  was  scarce  till  her  bowels  performed  their 
office  well,  when  we  had  no  further  difficulty;  her 
tongue  was  dry  and  white,  till  she  had  got  to  take 
9j.  of  the  blue  pill  every  day.  She  had  frequently 
taken  5ss.  a  day,  which  never  occasioned  ptyalism; 
indeed  I  have  remarked  upon  several  occasions,  that 
when  a  patient  took  large  and  repeated  doses  of 
mercury  to  act  upon  them,  it  was  generally  very 
successful  when  it  did  act.  Whether  this  was  a 
spinal  case  was  never  demonstrated — from  its  mode 
of  cure  I  guessed  it  was.  From  the  mystery  in 
which  the  disease  was  enveloped,  many  unfavourable 
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reports  were  circulated, — but  I  firuily  believe  with- 
out any  foundation  in  truth  ;  indeed  the  notice  with 
which  she  had  been  honored  by  many  respectable 
families  in  the  neig-hbourhood,  was  a  guarantee  that 
nothing  unfair  had  been  practised  upon  their  credu- 
lity. And  the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  information,  whose  benevolence  was 
very  largely  exercised  in  supplying  the  wants  of  this 
poor  creature,  had  there  been  any  attempt  to  coun- 
terfeit, would,  long  before  she  came  to  Darlington, 
have  unveiled  the  impostor.  By  degrees  she  suf- 
fered her  head  to  be  raised  a  little  several  times  a 
day,  and  the  convulsions  gradually  subsided  ;  but 
this  was  effected  by  a  good  neighbour,  a  very  strong 
woman,  who  had  the  power  of  moving  her  in  her 
arms  with  great  facility,  and  lost  no  time  during 
night  and  day  to  accustom  her  to  a  change  of  posi- 
tion. On  her  first  arrival  at  Darlington,  her  stools 
were  dark,  but  came  gradually  to  their  natural  hue, 
— her  diet,  whilst  here,  was  chiefly  apples  and 
pears,  and  when  she  attempted  to  make  it  more  nu- 
tritive her  sufferings  gradually  subsided.  I  think 
she  was  here  about  three  months. 

Mr.  William  Thufitt,  a  farmer  at  Hutton- 
bonville,  near  Northallerton,  had  been  sometime 
under  the  care  of  the  faculty  of  that  neighbourhood, 
in  an  obstinate  diarrhoea ;  at  last  they  sent  for  me ;  I 
forget  how  long  he  had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  but 
he  was  almost  as  shocking  an  object  to  look  at  as 
Mr.  Thompson,  with  his  black  marbles.  As  soon  as 
ever  Mr.  Trufitt  eat  any  thing,  he  had  a  strong 
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pressure  to  stool,  wliich  came  a\vay  almost  unclianged, 
and  not  in  the  least  foeculent;  he  had  much  thirst, 
and  sometimes  his  stools  were  quite  liquid,  and  as 
thin  as  gruel,  and  very  little  at  a  time;  he  really 
seemed  as  if  he  was  made  on  purpose  for  drinking, 
although  at  other  times  a  very  sober  man; — from 
being  so  very  bony  and  thin,  his  skin  was  sloughing 
oif  from  all  parts  of  him.  Astringent  medicines  by 
the  mouth,  as  w^ell  as  enemata,  had  been  fully  tried, 
but  did  not  give  ease ;  his  pulse  was  forty — was  not 
to  let  him  sink  without  an  effort. — I  recommended 
to  his  family  to  rub  into  his  arms  and  thighs  5ss.  ung. 
hydrarg.  fort,  during  every  six  hours,  night  and 
day.  I  need  not  comment  as  I  go  along ;  the  expe- 
rienced physician  will  see  what  I  am  about; — his 
diet  was  now  lean  broth  without  any  vegetables. 
At  the  end  of  the  sixth  day  there  was  no  peculiar 
smell  in  his  breath,  nor  any  soreness  or  redness  of 
the  gums, — I  was  resolved,  if  possible,  to  haA^e  a  de- 
termination to  his  upper  works. — They  still  rubbed 
on,  and  I  gave  my  patient  five  drops  of  Fowler's 
soLUTio  MiNERALis  three  times  a  day,  in  a  spoon- 
ful of  s]^ring  water. — On  the  fourth  day  of  giving 
this  medicine,  the  countenance  was  evidently  bloated 
— but  ptyalism  had  not  ensued;  but  I  nevertheless 
sang  lo  Peeans  all  the  way  home.  It  is  only  a  man 
who  has  the  interest  and  credit  of  his  profession  en- 
tirely at  heart  who  can  be  aware  of  the  pleasure  I  felt 
in  returning  home  that  evening.  I  had  not  miscalcu- 
jated — he  recovered  gradually,  but  straight-forward, 
from  that  day.    Ptyalism  was  a  failure.    We  fre- 
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quently  meet  with  people  wlio  are  proof  against 
MERCURY, — but  tlie  enlargement  of  the  head,  and 
the  eruption  upon  the  skin,  did  the  business  equally 
well.  In  intricate  cases,  I  have  been  frequently 
helped  out  by  this  revulsionary  practice,  and  were 
it  more  studied  in  the  hands  of  attentive  practi- 
tioners, it  might  be  brought  to  do  much  good. 

Constipation. 


A  young  lady  at  a  boarding*  school  in  this  place, 
had  been  three  days  under  an  obstinate  constipation, 
attended  by  a  regular  physician  and  surgeon,  with- 
out any  prospect  of  relief.  When  I  was  sent  for, 
her  mother  had  arrived  from  Sunderland,  and  she 
had  two  aunts  in  attendance  when  I  saw  her.  The 
tension  of  the  abdomen  was  great,  and  increasing 
every  hour.  I  dare  say  nothing  was  neglected  in  the 
usual  routine  of  medicine  by  the  mouth  or  enemata, 
as  well  as  bleeding  and  warm  bath, — but  a  fear  had 
now  begun  to  prevail,  that  a  truce  could  not  be  kept 
up  with  the  stomach  to  allow  any  medicine  to  pass 
the  intestines;  she  had  already  violent  retchings,  and 
began  to  loath  the  medicines  exceeding'ly. — I  set  the 
mother  and  both  aunts  to  work  with  sheep  bladders 
over  their  hands,  with  directions  to  keep  rubbing' 
the  following  liniment  into  our  patient  wherever 
she  could  bear  it  after  it  became  impracticable  upon 
the  abdomen  from  the  increased  tenderness. — I  made 
an  appointment  to  see  them  in  good  time  in  the 
morning, — but  before  I  set  out  in  the  morning,  the 
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family  sent  to  inform  me  that  the  young  lady  had 
obtained  complete  relief:  the  evacuations  were  dark 
coloured  and  copious,  but  no  inconvenience  now  re- 
mained.— The  mercurial  action  was  not  established, 
but  it  was  verging'  that  way. 

THE  LINIMKNT. 

R  G.  Camphor.  5'j' 

Sol.  in  cerat.  cetacei.  5j« 

ct  adde  ung.  Hydrar.  fort.  ^iss.  in. 

In  an  extensive  practice,  cases  of  constipation, 
often  bordering  on  inflammation,  are  frequently  met 
with.  I  never  failed  to  succeed  when  I  was  content 
with  giving  a  grain  of  calomel  every  quarter  or  half 
an  hour ;  particularly  if  I  began  with  the  calomel 
before  the  retchings  came  on.  When  practitioners 
are  defeated  in  these  complaints,  it  is*  frequently 
owing  to  administering  too  much  medicine  by  the 
mouth,  as  the  stomach  is  often  very  irritable — but 
should  even  anorexia  take  place,  I  do  not  know  a 
better  medicine  for  quieting  the  stomach  than  small 
and  frequent  doses  of  calomel,  with  a  blister  to  the 
scrobiculus  cordis. 

Sometimes  the  intestinal  canal  in  constipation,  is 
so  callous  to  every  impression,  that  I  have  found  my 
account,  in  increasing  the  doses  of  calomel,  to  gr.  v. 
every  hour ;  by  rubbing  the  abdomen  well  with  the 
above  liniment:  under  this  treatment  I  do  not  deceive 
my  fellow  practitioners,  when  I  declare,  that  in  an 
extensive  practice  of  fifty  years,  I  never  lost  a  patient 
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under  the  above  circumstances. — I  furthermore  say, 
that  I  never  knew  it  necessary  to  let  salivation  take 
place ;  and  when  it  does  take  place,  it  does  not  facili- 
tate the  cure ; — as  soon  as  the  mercurial  action  takes 
firm  hold,  as  may  be  found  by  the  offensive  breath 
or  tender  gums,  the  medicine  should  be  immediately 
withdrawn. 

Our  success  with  diseases  of  the  bowels,  as  well  as 
anorexia  from  various  causes,  with  small  doses  of 
calomel,  made  my  associate,  Dr.  Macfarlan,  and 
myself,  resolve  to  try  calomel  in  small  doses  in 
cholera,  when  it  was  very  prevalent  in  Darlington, 
in  August,  1832.  We  had  seen  one  case  only  in  the 
month  of  April,  in  this  year,  which  was  treated  in 
the  Asiatic  manner,  with  large  doses  of  calomel  and 
opium,  which  did  not  succeed. 

But  as  soon  as  we  administered  a  grain  of  calomel 
every  ten  minutes,  washing  it  down  with  a  draught 
of  cold  spring  water,  we  did  not  lose  one  patient,^ 
although  several  of  them  did  not  send  for  assis- 
tance till  their  hands  and  feet,  and  some  of  them 
their  faces,  were  a  deep  black  blue;  we  had  twenty- 
three  cases  in  August,  and  before  the  disease  left  the 
country  we  had  thirty,  not  one  of  whom  died ;  al- 
though there  were  spiteful  and  unprincipled  people 
to  be  found  who  were  ready  to  say  that  we  had  not 
the  Asiatic  cholera  in  Darlington. — But  their  motive 
for  saying  so  was  very  good  to  understand. — Had 
two-thirds  of  them  died,  as  was  the  case  in  many 
places,  they  would  have  been  ready  enough  to  allow 
it  to  have  been  cholera.   But  I  have  often  remarked, 
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that  I  have  made  more  enemies  by  a  successful  prac- 
tice than  an  adverse.  Were  there  need,  I  could 
produce  a  host  of  evidence  that  many  of  our  patients 
had  dark  blue  extremities,  with  every  other  symp- 
tom of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  recovered. — What  do 
the  sceptics  say  to  this  ? 

In  September  I  sent  an  account  of  our  mode  of 
treating*  the  cholera  to  the  London  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal,  edited  by  North  and  Burnett, 
which  came  out  on  the  first  of  October ;  and  I  trust 
would  do  good,  as  at  this  time  I  did  not  know  of 
any  regular  or  successful  practice  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

Hydatids. 

A  Lady  in  the  north,  somewhat  connected  with 
the  navy,  had  been  sometime  pestered  with  these 
equivocal  beings,  for  which  she  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  pouring  in  broadsides  of  the  most  drastic  purga- 
tives, which  generally  brought  some  away. — They 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  intestinal  canal,  but 
luckily  had  not  found  out  any  of  the  other  cavities-— 
but  she  could  accurately  distinguish  where  they 
were;  they  occupied  the  upper  part  of  the  gullet, 
and  the  whole  of  the  stomach  and  intestines. — As 
soon  as  I  was  honored  with  the  command,  I  was 
resolved  to  "board^^  them,  which  I  did  very 
promptly,  with  large  doses  of  the  Calais  sand  of  the 
shops,  stirred  up  in  treacle  and  mixed  with  the 
briskest  purgatives  in  our  possession.    Tbe  enemy 
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soon  "surrendered  at  discretion/'  and  in  greater 
numbers  than  I  had  any  previous  conception  of. 
The  lady  has  had  no  return. 

Case  II. 

I  had  no  sooner  succeeded  in  the  above  case,  than 
I  was  called  to  a  poor  woman  upon  Houghton  Hill, 
who  suffered  more  from  Hydatids  than  any  person  I 
ever  met  with,  for  they  not  only  occupied  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  but  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  every 
cavity  in  the  body,  and  many  places  where  there 
was  no  possibility  of  an  outlet  without  the  fortuitous 
formiation  of  abscesses. — Those  which  occupied  the 
intestinal  canal  were  very  large, — fully  the  size  of  a 
pullet's  egg;  these  I  could  bring  away  with  my 
SCOURING  PLAN,  but  I  could  distinctly  feel  upon 
the  surface  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  clumps  of  an 
irregular  form,  which  could  be  nothing  else  but 
these  hateful  parasites.    At  one  time,  after  a  great 
deal  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  an  abscess 
broke  away  from  that  part,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
hydatids,  surrounded  with  purulent  matter  of  a  most 
terrible  stench,  —  but  none  of  these  animals  were 
bigger  than  an  ordinary  gooseberry,  and  were  of  a 
dark  slate  colour.    When  we  attend  to  all  circum- 
cumstances,  it  will  strike  every  one  that  there  was  no 
chance  to  cure  this  poor  womian ;  but  we  went  on 
palliating  and  relieving  her  as  much  as  we  could, 
till  a  neighbouring  parson,  who  stood  well  in  his 
own  conceit,  without  speaking  to  me  or  knowing 
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my  opinion  of  her,  peremptorily  took  her  from  me 
and  put  her  under  another  practitioner. — She  soon 
after  this  left  this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  was 
informed,  died. 

Pain  at  the  Stomach  with  Indige&tion. 

Perhaps  fully  half  of  the  patients  we  are  called 
to  are  afflicted  with  this  complaint  under  a  va^- 
riety  of  forms.  It  generally  attacks  the  patient 
about  an  hour  after  dinner;  there  is  usually  a  good 
deal  of  soreness  about  the  region  of  the  stomach, 
and  the  pain  frequently  shoots  into  the  breast, 
attended  with  much  heat,  as  if  the  parts  con- 
cerned had  been  burned ;  and  there  is  often  a  great 
wish  for  cold  drink,  as  well  as  throwing  off  the 
clothes ;  acid  eructations  are  frequent,  and  are  often 
very  offensive. — The  bowels  are  slow ;  yet  often  an 
inaction  of  two  or  three  days  will  terminate  with  a 
watery  stool  or  two.  A  frequent  symptom  of  this 
disease,  is  vomiting  after  a  meal,  and  the  skin  is  a 
bad  colour  and  feels  tight,  as  if  glued  to  the  cellular 
membrane. — The  pulse  is  often  not  hurried  in  the 
first  stages  of  the  disease,  but  becomes  quick  and 
hard  as  it  advances. 

Patients  of  this  description  have  now  and  then  a 
sinking  sensation,  as  if  they  were  going  to  faint,  and 
thus  are  induced  to  apply  to  cordials  of  different  de- 
criptions  to  prevent  it.  They  will  often  make  a 
hearty  meal  of  savory  dishes,  and  persuade  them- 
selves that  they  would  sink  without  it ;  and  although 
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generally  an  hour  or  two  brings  on  a  painful  re- 
moi*se,  the}'  are  prepared  for  some  fresh  delicacy  of 
the  table — perhaps  the  next  day ;  and  thus  they  go 
on,  sinning  and  repenting,  till  a  train  of  unlooked 
for  evils  finishes  the  scene. 

Our  English  physicians  are  confessedly  well  skilled 
in  medicine.  Whilst  this  painful  complaint  was 
supposed  to  have  its  origin  in  a  weakness  or  loss  of 
tone  of  the  stomach,  many  ingenious  plans  of  tonic 
remedies  were  broached  in  England,  which  as  often 
disappointed  our  poor  patients  ;  but  still  they  were 
looked  up  to  with  implicit  reverence,  as  they  were 
prescribed  by  the  same  learned  and  fashionable  phy- 
sician as  invented  the  bacon  collop  ;  so  that  whilst 
the  fashionables  were  coaxing  the  sovereigns  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  English  gulls,  the  French  physio- 
logists, by  keeping  journals  of  the  symptoms  of 
diseases  during  life,  and  having*  careful  post  mortem 
examinations,  established  a  system  of  pathology 
which  left  the  votaries  of  fashion  far  behind. 

I  am  no  stickler  for  systems,  and  seldom  refer  to 
them;  only  as  a  successful  practice  was  fairly  estab- 
lished upon  Broussais^  pathology  of  this  disease,  it  is 
not  easy  to  lose  sight  of  it. — He  found  that  a  sort  of 
chronic  inflammation  was  formed  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  which  lines  the  stomach,  which  was  at 
the  commencement  only  a  pale  red, — but  as  the 
disease  advanced,  became  a  deep  red,  and  in  bad 
cases,  often  black.  He  found  that  the  complaint 
was  frequently  aggravated  by  eating  savoury  food, 
and  taking  strong  drink.    And  he  founded  a  sue- 
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cessful  practice  by  abating  the  heat  and  thirst  by 
mild  iiiiicilaginoiis  drinks,  acidulated  vvitii  lemon 
juice,  and  debarring  his  patients  fi-om  eating  animal 
food  or  using  hot  spices. 

It  is  only  to  introduce  the  great  benefit  derived 
from  this  change  of  diet  given  to  the  world  by 
Dr.  Broussais,  that  I  have  dwelt  upon  the  discovery 
of  the  French  physicians.  Ever  since  I  was  made 
acquainted  with  this  improvement,  which  is  about 
ten  years,  I  must  gratefully  own  that  my  practice  in 
stomach  complaints  has  been  very  successful.  When 
the  case  can  be  fairly  made  out  to  be  owing  to  the 
suB-inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach,  the  spare  diet,  with  a  very  little  sedative 
medicine,  is  almost  infallible.  But  we  very  fre- 
quently meet  with  a  disordered  stomach  which  is 
sympathetic  of  some  disease  of  a  distant  part,  and 
vvill  of  course  puzzle  us  till  we  get  the  mystery  un- 
ravelled.— This,  as  well  as  a  disturbance  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  stomach  where  inflammation  has  nothing 
to  do,  we  cannot  expect  to  be  benefitted  by  low  diet, 
or  extreme  abstinence ; — but  happily,  Dr.  Elliotson, 
of  London,  has  struck  out  a  remedy  in  the  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  which  in  those  cases  which  are  not 
attended  with  any  inconvenience  in  pressing  the  fin- 
gers upon  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  generally  relieves, 
but  it  must  be  confessed  that  these  cases  are  not  so 
frequently  subdued  as  those  to  which  the  low  diet  is 
adapted.  Although  this  affliction  of  the  stomach 
occurs  so  frequently  in  this  island,  the  medical  prac- 
titioner will  find  his  countrymen  submit  with  a  very 


56 


bad  grace  to  be  deprived  of  liis  bellyful; — 
indeed  I  have  found  many  of  them  who  considered 
cramming  their  stomachs  with  roast  beef  as  a  sort  of 
rehg'ious  duty,  and  conceived  their  country  would 
be  no  longer  prosperous  without  they  were  filled 
almost  to  choking-  twice  every  day  with  animal  food. 
I  am  glad  I  can  give  a  better  account  of  the  female 
part  of  my  patients — their  constancy  under  a  resolu- 
tion once  made,  has  often  been  exemplary — for  there 
must  be  expected  to  be  a  little  suffering-  before  old 
habits  are  relinquished. 

I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  make  their  diet 
so  excessively  meagre  as  that  of  the  French  physi- 
cians.— I  allow  them  a  small  piece  of  fish,  with 
pudding,  and  any  vegetable  they  may  relish — with 
tea  and  coffee,  being  rather  sparing  of  butter  upon 
the  toast  ;  these,  with  milk  and  oatmeal,  Lais  de 
Poule,  rice  milk,  boiled  barley  with  milk,  chocolate, 
sago  with  milk,  frumenty,  &c.  will  be  sufficient 
nourishment,  and  will  not  painfully  stimulate  a  dis- 
eased stomach.  But  I  have  found  my  patients, 
after  faithfully  conforming  a  few  weeks,  so  attached 
to  the  plan,  that  no  bribe  would  make  them  return 
to  their  carnivorous  repast. — And  although  their 
good  friends  have  often  anticipated  diseases  of  weak- 
ness to  follow  the  use  of  so  mild  a  diet,  I  challenge 
the  world  to  produce  me  one  patient  who  has  not 
been  more  vigorous  and  more  alert  from  a  perse- 
verance in  it. 
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Epilepsy. 


The  following  was  a  very  extraordinary  case  of 
epilepsy,  attended  with  very  peculiar  symptoms, — A 
farmer^s  son,  in  a  healthy  part  of  the  country,  went 
every  day  to  school,  and  was  considered  a  quick  boy 
at  his  book,  &c.  All  at  once,  without  any  accident, 
he  began  to  shew  a  defect  in  his  writing  and  spelling, 
— then  his  reading  was  full  of  blunders,  without 
his  shoolmaster  being'  able  to  account  for  it ;  his 
speech  was  next  found  amiss,  as  well  as  his  sight  and 
his  hearing ;  and  he  was  discovered  to  become  very 
peevish  in  his  temper,  and  soon  after  he  was  seized 
with  severe  epileptic  fits.  At  the  first  he  only  had 
two  or  three  in  the  day  and  night. — But  when  he 
was  brought  into  lodgings  near  Darlington,  to  be 
under  my  care,  he  took  ten  or  twelve  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  When  in  the  fit,  he  struggled  as  is 
usual  in  epilepsy,  with  one  arm  more  than  the  other, 
and  the  head  turned  to  one  side;  but  it  was  not 
usual  for  the  face  to  be  dark  coloured,  as  is  fre- 
quently the  case  in  epilepsy.  In  ordinary  epilepsy, 
the  patient,  after  the  fit,  seems  to  think  he  is  rising 
in  the  morning ;  but  this  boy,  upon  the  least  return 
of  sense,  began  to  fight  his  mother  with  both  hands 
with  the  greatest  eagerness,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
done  with  his  mother  he  ran  up  the  highest  places  he 
could  climb  with  great  celerity. — A  tree,  a  ladder,  a 
wall,  was  his  usual  choice,  or  the  highest  furniture  in 
a  house — these  he  scampered  up  like  a  monkey. 


57 


without  making*  any  mistakes — but  he  was  not  so 
successful  in  getting  down  again,  but  was  obHged  to 
be  assisted  by  his  friends.  Although  the  fits  were 
so  frequent  I  do  not  remember  him  taking  one  du- 
ring- his  very  numerous  ascensions. — He  had  been 
rather  a  strong  boy,  and  as  he  always  slept  with  his 
mother  during  the  disease  she  had  very  hard  work 
in  battling  him  during  his  turbulence.  He  had  no 
particular  choice  of  food  but  took  hastily  and  indis- 
criminately generally  whatever  was  given  him.  He 
was  often  confined  in  his  bowels  for  which  he  had  to 
take  medicine  ;  and  as  his  stomach  was  not  at  all 
keckish,  antimon.  tart,  formed  a  considerable  portioii 
of  his  aperient. 

As' soon  as  he  came  under  my  immediate  care,  I 
gave  him  five  drops  of  solut.  mineral.  Fowlerii  twice 
every  day,  and  it  was  never  changed  fi'om  the  first 
day  of  his  arrival  to  his  going*  away  quite  well — but 
a  little  alteration  was,  I  confess,  made  in  the  men- 
struum sometimes  in  which  it  was  administered. 
I  should  have  said,  that  during  the  worst  of  his  ma- 
lady he  had  a  clean  tongue  rather  pink  than  red, 
dilated  pupils,  and  generally  made  sufficient  pale 
urine. 

The  power  of  the  medicine  was  first  perceived  in 
the  abatement  of  the  fits — they  became  less  frequent 
and  less  strong — his  speech  and  his  senses  were  gra- 
dually restored — he  began  to  walk  with  a  firmer 
step  and  not  in  such  fits  and  starts — and  his  poor 
mother  at  last  had  the  happiness  of  finding  herself 


H 


68 


restored  to  the  affections  of  her  dear  boy  who  became 
himself  again. 

Head  Ache. 

We  frequently  meet  with  people  who  have  most 
violent  and  distracting  head  aches  from  various  and 
opposite  causes,  yet  always  difficult  of  relief. — The 
cases  are  so  one  like  another,  and  the  cure  accom- 
plished by  such  simple  means,  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  running  into  the  detail  of  cases — although  my 
memory  would  furnish  me  with  ten  or  twenty  at  a 
call.  But  let  those  who  are  subject  to  such  dreadful 
pangs  take  the  following  medicine  as  directed,  and  I 
shall  be  much  disappointed  if  a  few  minutes  does  not 
convince  the  sufferer  of  its  efficacy. 

Be  Bac.  Capsici. 
Gum  Arabic  gr.  x. 
1.  Syr.  Alb.  q.  s.  ft.  Pil.  xx.  quar.  sum, 

2da.  quaq.  hora  dolore  urgenti. 

■  It  is  useful  to  wash  them  down  with  a  little  cold 
water — but  there  is  seldom  occasion  to  take  more 
than  one  dose  as  they  take  away  the  pain  like  magic. 

Epilepsy 

is  so  frequently  met  with,  and  the  etiology  so  little 
known,  that  I  fear  it  -will  not  add  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  disease  if  I  recount  a  great  num- 
ber of  cases. — As  I  cannot  make  my  reader  compre- 
hend, because  I  cannot  account  for  it  myself,  why 
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one  patient  remains  well  for  life,  whilst  another  un* 
der  the  same  medicine  has  a  return  of  the  disease  in 
a  month  or  two.  The  medicine  I  give  to  an  adult 
is  the  following-,  which  is  taken  in  a  little  cold  water, 
and  repeated  three  times  a  day. 

R  Pulv.  Strych.  Nuc.  Vomicae  gr,  iv.  ad  gr.  y, 
^  Fulv.  Cinchonae  gr.  xv.  ^ 

Carbon.  Sodae 

Pulv.  Aromat.  ana  gr.  ij.  m.  f.  Pulv. 

.  I  never  knew  this  medicine  disagree  with  any  one ; 
but  the  patient  should  persevere  in  it  during  some 
weeks  after  the  fits  have  vanished  ;  and  1  trust  the 
practitioner  will  be  seldom  disappointed  in  the  use, 
of  it.  But  there  is  one  circumstance  must  be 
attended  to. — Every  medical  man  will  now  and  then 
find  cases  of  epilepsy  interwoven  with  hysteria; 
there  will  be  a  difficulty  in  deglutition,  much  flatu- 
lency shown  by  a  distension  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  with  sometimes  laughing  and  crying. 
When  the  disease  is  not  suspended  by  taking  the 
above  powders  three  times  a  day,  during  a  fortnight^., 
there  will  be  reason  to  suspect  that  it  has  an  hysteri*, 
cal  origin,  and  the  following  pills  must  be  resorted 
to  instead  of  the  powders,  four  every  four  hours  du- 
ring the  day  and  night,  washing  them  down  with  a 
little  cold  water. 

R  Pulv.  Zingib.  5j. 

  G.  Camphor  %ss, 

Muc.  G.  Arabic  q.  s.  ft.  Pilul.  90. 


A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  very  extraordinary  case 
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in  a  very  muscular  young  man,  by  trade  a  skinner, 
in  Darlington,  who  was  ill  a  week  before  I  was 
called  in ;  and  so  powerfid  were  his  exertions  during 
the  fit,  that  he  had  given  employ  to  five  or  six 
strong  men,  night  and  day  during  that  week,  to  keep 
him  from  harms  way.  I  put  him  under  complete 
and  constant  coercion,  and  gave  him  four  of  these 
pills  every  four  hours,  which  in  three  days  com- 
pletely cured  him,  and  up  to  this  time  he  has  had 
no  return. 

I  should  caution  the  profession  not  to  give  cam- 
phor in  pills,  without  it  is  united  with  an  aromatic, 
as  without  it  the  pills  pass  the  intestines  entire,  and 
have  no  effect. 

Curious  Ulceration. 

A  tradesman  of  Stockton,  who  had  previously  good 
health,  was  sent  as  supercargo  in  a  vessel  to  the 
south  of  Europe,  and  was  taken  prisoner  during  the 
last  war,  by  the  French,  and  confined  a  long  time  in 
prison.  During  his  incarceration,  a  small  tumour 
formed  upon  his  ancle;  on  its  first  appearance,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a  sore  red  pimple,  but  in- 
creased in  size  every  week  considerably,  so  that 
when  he  got  home  it  was  a  large  ulcer. — His  sur- 
geon put  him  under  mercury  and  sarsaparilla,  which 
aggravated  his  complaint  so  much,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  apply  to  another,  who  was  so  positive  in  his 
opinion  of  the  nature  of  its  origin,  that  he  prevailed 
upon  the  patient  to  follow  up  the  use  of  the  mercury 
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with  great  spirit,  which  increased  the  sore  to  such  a 
degree,  that  when  he  apphed  to  me  (whicli  was  a 
few  months  after  his  return  home)  the  whole  of  the 
integuments  were  gone  both  from  his  foot  and  leg, 
and  it  had  now  reached  about  an  inch  above  the 
patella,  attended  with  a  loose  ragged  edge.  The 
reader  will  understand  that  the  whole  of  the  leg  and 
foot  was  one  continuous  ulcer,  with  a  very  offensive 
and  copious  ichorous  discharge,  with  the  constitution 
very  much  broken.  I  had  seen  something  of  this 
kind  before,  which  caused  me  to  set  to  work  with 
great  confidence;  for  this  purpose  too,  he  took  a 
lodging  in  Darlington.  1  ordered  him  some  pills 
composed  of 

G.  Opii. 

Confect.  Aromat.  an  gr.  ij,  ft.  Pilul,j. 

He  had  directions  to  take  one  of  these  pills  every 
six  hours,  and  to  apply  some  of  the  following  oint- 
ment, on  a  thick  pledget  of  fine  tow,  over  the  whole 
leg  and  foot. 

Be  Opii.  Colat.  5'ss 
Ag.  Font.  Bj- 
Pulv.  Sach.  Alb.  3ss. 
CeraB  Alb.  3iij. 
Ung.  Cetacei.  siss.  m. 

The  above  must  be  stirred  over  a  gentle  fire  till 
the  water  is  dissipated,  and  suffered  to  cool  whilst 
stirring.  After  taking  four  of  the  pills  and  having 
his  leg  dressed  a  second  time,  I  called  to  see  him, 
when  he  assured  me  he  had  been  in  heaven  at  least 


62 


twelve  hours. — As  he  was  not  a  disciple  of  Baron' 
Swedenbourg-,  I  gave  him  full  credit  for  his  assertion. 
His  urine  began  to  be  rather  scarce  after  he  had 
used  these  means  about  a  fortnight,  so  I  reduced 
the  pill  to  half  the  strength;  the  most  beautiful 
granulations  were  now  shooting  up  every  day,  and 
in  about  a  month  a  most  active  cicatrization  was 
going  on. — In  about  three  months  his  leg  was  per- 
fectly healed. 

Ulceration  continued. 

A  young  naval  officer,  who  had  been  stationed  in 
a  warm  climate  during  three  years,  came  home  much 
out  of  health ;  he  had  excessive  pain  in  his  legs  and 
arms,  and  large  and  very  offensive  ulcers  in  many 
parts  of  his  bod}^  intermixed  with  dark  spots  about 
the  size  of  a  sixpence,  particularl}'^  about  his  back 
and  breast,  and  the  outsides  of  his  legs  and  arms- 
he  did  not  complain  of  an}^  pain  in  the  shin  bones, 
except  a  little  during  the  night.  He  was  very  im- 
patient for  me  to  promise  to  give  him  no  mercury,  as 
it  had,  he  said,  already  nearly  killed  him.  I  treated 
him  in  the  same  manner  as  the  preceding  case, — 
he  w^as  immediately  relieved,  and  the  ulcers  got 
rapidly  well,  and  in  a  month  he  was  in  fair  health. 
I  never  heard  what  became  of  him. 

Phlegmasia  Dolens  in  a  Male. 

A  man,  with  a  small  farm  near  Darlington,  was 
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seized  with  phlegmasia  dolens.  He  was  in 
general  a  healthy  man,  but  of  a  pale  complexion^ 
and  about  forty  years  of  age;  a  sober  married  man, 
with  a  family. — It  only  occupied  his  right  leg  and 
thigh,  and  reached  to  the  exact  centre  of  the 
symph}  sis  pubis. — The  whole  limb  was  much  paler 
than  in  its  natural  state,  and  w  as  very  large  and 
tense,  and  extremely  sensible  to  the  touch;  in  ap- 
pearance it  was  what  in  a  very  fat  sheep  the  butchers 
call  CLOVEN — that  is,  full  of  a  sort  of  dimples,  or  ra- 
ther eminences  and  depressions ;  upon  touching  the 
limb  with  your  finger,  it  did  not  pit  like  an  aedem- 
atous  limb. — At  first  the  bowels  were  opened  with  a 
brisk  purgative,  and  as  soon  as  this  was  done,  a 
liniment  was  well  rubbed  upon  the  limb,  composed 
of  equal  parts  of  unguent  hydrarg.  fort,  cerat.  cetacei. 
and  ol.  terebinth  :  in  four  days  the  limb  was  evi- 
dently much  reduced,  and  through  perseverance, 
was  in  a  short  time  perfectly  restored  ; — the  urine 
during  this  process  had,  as  we  might  have  expected, 
a  smell  of  violets. 


Typhus  Fever. 


Darlington  has  nine  or  ten  thousand  inhabitants. 
The  low  typhus  fever  sometimes  gets  into  the  town, 
but  I  never  knew  it  disposed  to  spread  ;  so  that 
,)vhether  it  is  contagious  or  not  I  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining.  A  few  years  ago  a  married 
woman  went  into  the  country  to  harvest  work,  and 
brought  home  a  very  malignant  typhus  fever  into  a 
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narrow  dirty  alley,  where  she  resided. — She  had,  in 
the  latter  stages,  very  putrid  symptoms;  and  as  her 
neighbours  went  indiscriminately  to  see  and  assist 
her,  it  was  expected  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  very 
filthy  place,  at  least,  would  have  taken  it ;  but,  I 
believe,  it  was  not  at  that  time  communicated  to 
another  person  in  the  town.  I  have  often  thought 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  are  not  so  liable  to 
be  acted  upon  by  epidemical  diseases,  as  those  of  the 
villages.  In  the  progress  of  the  typhus  through  the 
country,  I  have  more  than  once  had  an  opportunity 
of  observing  that  it  preserves  a  straight  line. 

In  the  winter  of  1823,  when  the  snow  was  a  great 
depth  upon  the  ground,  the  typhus  fever  came  upon 
the  village  of  Black  well,  which  is  pleasantly  situated 
and  very  clean ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  village  was 
seized  at  once,  and  after  it  had  expended  its  malig- 
nancy here,  it  crossed  the  Skerne,  and  traversing  the 
detached  houses  on  the  south  side  of  Yarm  lane, 
without  ever  crossing  the  road,  paid  a  visit  to  Yarm; 
here  it  prevailed  very  generally,  and  after  this  pur- 
sued the  line  to  Hutton  Rudby,  and  from  thence  to 
Stokesley, — from  Stokesley  it  was  carried  to  the  little 
villages  among  the  hills  on  the  south-east,  which 
have  scarcely  ever  been  free  from  it  since.  When 
the  disease  was  making  its  progress  to  the  south- 
east, it  did  not  seem  to  be  assisted  by  the  direction  of 
the  wind — as  the  wind  had  changed  several  times 
before  it  approached  the  eastern  hills. — I  have  no 
theories,  and  cannot  conjecture  how  the  epidemic 
kept  so  straight  a  line  ;  neither  can  I  guess  what  it 
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has  been  doing'  among  the  hills  ever  since.  The  ty- 
phus fever  prevailed  very  much  in  the  spring-  of  this 
year,  (1833,)  in  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Darlington ;  but  in  general  was  not  fatal,  except  to 
those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  living  intempe- 
rately.  It  generally  began  with  a  pain  in  the  head 
and  loins;  when  the  attack  was  sudden,  it  was  often 
ushered  in  with  a  shivering,  frequently  with  some 
pain  and  tension  of  the  stomach — but  the  disease 
frequently  took  possession  gradually,  there  being' 
languor  and  want  of  appetite  some  days  before  the  dis- 
ease was  formed.  Should  there  be  on  the  first  attack, 
pain  in  the  head,  a  quick  pulse,  or  any  other  inflam- 
matory symptoms,  we  give  a  brisk  purge  with  calo- 
mel and  jalap,  and  at  bedtime  the  following  anodj^ne. 

Be  Misturae  Camphor  §j. 

Tinct.  Opii,  gtt.  xv.  ad  xx.  m.  ft.  flaustus. 

.  The  purgative  is  sometimes  repeated  on  the  se- 
cond, and  even  the  third  day,  if  the  vessels  shew 
inflammatory  action,  and  the  anodyne  is  repeated 
every  night  if  no  comatose  symptoms  are  detected. 
When  the  turbulence  of  the  system  begins  to  subside, 
and  the  tongue  is  more  moist,  and  the  pulse  less 
labouring,  we  have  found  no  medicine  so  useful  as 
the  following  powder,  taken  in  a  little  cold  water 
every  three  hours,  night  and  day. 

Be  Pulv.  Cinchon.  ^j, 
Carbon.  Sodae. 
Pulv.  Aromat.  an  gr.  ij. 

 Nucis.  Vomicae  gr,  v.  m.  ft.  PuIt. 
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When  the  patient  complains  of  a  burning  heat  up- 
on his  skin,  a  tepid  bath  of  ninety-six,  in  which  he 
may  remain  five  minutes,  or  washing  his  body  and 
limbs  with  warm  vinegar  and  water,  often  gives 
relief. — But  the  only  peculiarity  of  our  practice  in 
fever,  is  the  use  of  the  strychnos ;  and  in  low  and 
sunken  cases,  it  has  often  a  wonderful  effect. 

ScHiRRous  Pylorus. 

The  pathology  of  this  dreadful  complaint  is  not 
easily  ascertained ;  only  it  is  certain  that  our  patients 
will  frequently  die  of  it,  and  the  nature  of  the  disease 
has  then  been  ascertained  by  dissection  ;  and  when 
we  find  another  labouring  under  the  same  train  of 
symptoms,  as  far  as  we  can  make  out,  we  have  a 
right  to  suppose  they  proceed  from  schirrous  pylor- 
ous.  Some  indigestion,  with  much  depression  of 
the  strength  and  spirits,  are  generally  the  forerun- 
ners of  this  complaint,  before  the  pain  and  sickness 
take  possession.  It  frequently  happens  that  the 
food  taken  into  the  stomach,  is  allowed  to  accumu- 
late twenty-four  hours  before  it  is  rejected,  and  it 
seems  to  require  a  great  effort  to  dislodge  it.  The 
fluids  of  the  stomach  acquire  a  very  acid  taste,  and 
frequently  an  offensive  smell :  the  patient  is  always 
afllicted  with  heartburn — and  frequently  what  he 
throws  up  is  dark  coloured,  and  sometimes  clear 
blood ;  his  appetite  is  uncertain  and  capricious,  and 
emaciation  often  makes  rapid  progress.  In  some 
cases  a  tumour,  as  big  as  a  large  orange,  may  be 
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plainly  discovered,  upon  pressure,  in  the  region  of 
the  navel.  The  stools  are  always  dark  coloured, 
and  when  there  is  not  actual  diarrhoea,  are  generally 
costive,  and  wait  for  aperient  medicine.  Sometimes 
there  is  a  very  severe  pain  in  the  head,  at  other 
-  times  only  a  giddiness.  The  vomiting  and  the  pulse 
are  equally  uncertain.  The  pulse  will  sometimes  be 
one  hundred  and  ten,  at  other  times  as  low  as  fifty. 

A  very  feeble  worn  out  man  came  to  Middleton 
from  Westmoreland  ;  he  was  about  fifty,  and  his  skin 
nearly  the  colour  of  a  frog.  He  vomited  frequently 
during  the  day,  and  the  pain  at  his  stomach  was  al- 
most constant — he  had  a  hard  tumour  upon  the 
stomach,  which  could  be  easily  felt  near  the  navel, 
and  was  very  sensible  on  the  slighest  pressure — he 
had  a  constant  thirst— his  pulse  about  ninety,  and 
feeble — his  stools  were  black,  and  when  he  was 
without  a  diarrhoea,  very  costive,  and  waiting  for 
aperient  medicines.  Before  the  violent  symptoms 
were  established,  he  had  suffered  some  months  under 
indigestion,  and  depression  both  of  strength  and 
spirits,  and  had  taken  medicines  for  the  tape- worm, 
but  had  never  parted  with  any  of  that  reptile;  he 
often  was  troubled  with  heartburn,  and  what  he 
threw  up  was  very  sour  and  frequently  dark  coloured 
— sometimes  there  was  clear  blood,  and  when  this 
happened  he  always  thought  he  was  better  for  it ; 
he  had  often  a  very  severe  head  ache,  and  frequently 
a  giddiness  when  the  head  ache  was  absent.  His 
appetite  was  very  capricious,  but  he  always  suffered 
after  a  full  meal,    He  had  some  pills  made  with 

1  2 


68 


carbonate  of  soda  and  magnesia,  each  equal  parts, 
and  formed  into  pills  witli  gum  water — he  took  five 
or  six  of  these  whenever  the  acid  prevailed,  and  five 
grains  of  the  blue  pill  every  night  and  morning  till 
he  felt  it  upon  his  gums, — he  then  relinquished  his 
morning  pill.  His  bowels  were  kept  open  by  taking 
a  couple  of  common  aperient  pills  twice  a  day,  and 
the  colour  of  his  stools  improved  very  much  after  he 
-  had  been  under  this  plan  a  fortnight.  I  should  have 
said  that  he  always  washed  down  the  antacid  pills 
with  a  glass  of  Dinsdale  water.  He  would  often 
take  these  pills  eight  times  during  the  twenty..four 
hours:  after  he  had  been  upon  this  plan  two  months, 
every  symptom  had  vanished — his  complexion  had 
lost  the  green  hue — the  tumour  was  gone  from  the 
region  of  the  navel,  and  there  was  no  sensibility 
about  the  epigastrium;  and  the  man,  as  well  as 
losing  the  anorexia,  was  evidently  gaining  condition, 
I  had  a  good  account  of  him  six  months  after  he  left 
Middleton; — some  of  my  readers  will  contend  that 
this  was  not  a  case  of  schirrous  pylorus — with  all  my 
heart  I  will  not  cavil  about  it — but  this  I  will  insist 
upon,  that  the  man  would  have  died  without  these 
measures  had  been  pursued.  The  watering  places 
of  Middleton  and  Croft  furnish  cases  similar  to  this 
every  year.  I  will  allow  that  when  a  patient  goes 
home,  and  returns  to  his  old  habits  of  eating  and 
drinking,  the  complaint  frequently  returns,  but  this 
does  not  deteriorate  the  merit  of  the  treatment — we 
have  a  right  to  premise  that  our  patients  are  to  be 
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I  was  introduced  this  summer,  (1833)  by  a  former 
diabetic  patient,  to  a  man  with  a  painful  stomach 
complaint.  He  appeared  about  sixty — he  had  been 
a  strong  man,  but  was  now  much  emaciated,  and  his 
skin  of  a  leaden  hue — he  had  much  soreness  about 
the^-egion  of  the  stomach — had  little  appetite,  but  it 
was  requisite  that  what  he  eat  should  accumulate 
very  largely  before  vomiting  ensued,  which  he  al- 
ways seemed  to  w  ish  for,  as  it  gave  him  momentary 
relief. — The  fluids  secreted  in  the  stomach  were  very 
sour  as  usual,  and  often  dark  coloured  like  coffee 
grounds  ;  the  stools  always  black,  and  very  slow  ; 
when  his  bowels  were  emptied,  I  gave  him  the 
ANTACID  pills  in  the  manner  of  the  last  patient,  with 
gr.  V.  of  the  blue  pill  at  bedtime — which  in  a  little 
time  was  taken  twice  a  day.  He  was  better  so  soon 
that  although  he  had  some  relations  with  him,  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue  his  medicine 
any  longer  after  the  sickness  and  pain  had  ceased — 
his  relations  took  a  supply  of  medicines  home  with 
them,  without  his  leave — but  what  became  of  him 
afterwards  I  never  learned,  as  he  lived  a  good  way  off. 

A  neighbouring  parish,  the  last  winter,  put  a  very 
bad  case  under  my  care, — he  had  been  a  very  tall, 
strong,  bony  man — a  hard  drinker  and  a  hard  work- 
er— what  the  country  people  call  a  hero  of  a 
FELLOW.  The  pain  in  his  head,  as  well  as  his 
stomach,  was  almost  constant ;  he  had  black  stools, 
with  difficulty  procured — he  disgorged  his  food  at 
irregular  intervals,  with  a  copious  secretion  of  a  very 
sour  fluid,  sometimes  of  a  dark  colour— his  eyes 
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were  very  much  sunk,  and  his  countenance  horrid — 
he  had  not  worked  for  a  long  time,  but  there  was  no 
want  of  inclination,  —  his  weakness  was  pitiable. 
The  stomach  was  sore  and  tense,  and  the  pain  severe, 
but  the  round  tumour  upon  the  pylorus  was  not  well 
defined;  his  pulse  was  hard  and  quick,  and^his 
tongue  very  foul,  with  much  thirst.  This  patient  was 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  preceding — but 
his  complaint  was  much  more  slowly  acted  upon — it 
was  not  till  September  that  he  ventured  to  contract 
with  the  surveyor  of  the  Yarm  road  for  the  breaking 
of  the  stones,  It  will  scarcely  be  credited,  that  in 
the  first  week  he  earned  sixteen  shillings  by  his  own 
labour,  and  whilst  I  am  writing  (October  24)  he  has 
not  slackened  his  exertions. 


Lupus. 


The  lupus,  or  what  is  commonly  called  cancer  of 
the  skin,  appears  in  so  many  different  forms,  and 
with  such  different  degrees  of  acrimony,  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  give  a  general  description  of  it ; — however, 
we  have  hit  upon  a  mode  of  treating  it  which  often 
succeeds,  and  in  no  case  ever  did  any  harm.  Those 
who  have  deferred  applying  for  assistance  till  deep 
ichorus  ulcers  have  formed,  or  great  loss  of  substance, 
cannot  be  introduced  as  fit  cases  to  judge  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  remedy — although  there  was  a  girl 
from  Whitby  came  to  Middleton,  who  had  lost  the 
greatest  part  of  her  nose,  and  the  complaint  was  con- 
tinuing its  devastations  upon  her  face  and  lips. 
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which  was  arrested  and  finally  cured.  Tiie  reader 
may  rest  assured  that  this  was  not  a  case  of  siphilis. 
There  was  a  Gentleman  at  Newcastle,  and  another 
at  Darlington,  where  the  dread  complaint  had  made 
great  ravages  before  the  remedy  was  applied,  which 
entirely  removed  it  in  both  cases.  Man}^  young  peo- 
ple have  come  to  Middleton  with  incipient  cases  of 
this  complaint  during  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
were  cured — but  perhaps  my  good  brethren  of  the 
faculty,  because  they  got  well,  will  be  disputing 
whether  they  were  of  the  lupus  kind.  We  have  had 
one  this  summer  from  Cumberland,  which  had  al- 
tered the  form  of  his  nose  very  much,  and  was 
making  progress  till  the  patient  applyed  to  me.  But 
I  presume  all  these  cases,  like  the  successful  cases  of 
cholera,  will  be  disputed  because  they  were  suc- 
cessful. However,  if  men  of  candour  and  industry, 
who  have  the  care  of  infirmaries  and  dispensaries, 
will  have  the  goodness  to  make  a  trial  of  the  following 
remedy,  I  think  they  will  be  pleased  with  it. — The 
part  affected  is  smeared  with  it  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  either  by  the  finger,  or  if  the  diseased  part  ii? 
very  sensible,  by  means  of  a  camePs  hair  pencil. 

R  Axung,  Porcin.  §j 
Sulph.  Proecip.  §ss. 
Hydrar.  Sulph.  rubr.  gr.  x. 
m.  ft.  ung. 

As  a  medicine,  I  find  the  following  pill,  taken 
three  times  a  day,  alleviate  the  suffering  very 
much. 
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R  Opii. 

Pulv.  Digitalis,  an  gr.  ss. 
Syr.  q.  s.  m.  ft.  Pil.  j. 

Should  the  pulse  become  intermittent  after  taking 
Ihis  pill  a  few  days,  then  to  take  it  only  twice  a  day. 

Sycosis  Menti. 

This  is  perhaps  as  troublesome  a  malady  as  ever 
poor  mortal  had  to  suffer  under.  It  has  its  name 
from  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the  pulp  of  a  fig, 
which  as  it  progresses,  gets  matted  with  the  hair 
upon  the  chin,  and  sometimes  with  the  scalp — but 
that  upon  the  chin  is  by  far  the  most  common  form 
of  the  disease ;  and  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  the 
means  we  use  for  the  lupus,  externally  and  internally, 
has  been  in  every  instance  successful  in  the  sycosis. 
Some  very  ugly  cases  have  applied  to  the  bathing 
places  of  this  neighbourhood  at  different  times,  and 
none  of  them  went  away  disappointed.  Two  of  the 
worst  have  been  a  farmer  from  Hornby,  and  a  coal 
viewer  from  Bunker^s  Hill. — We  had  also  a  curious 
case  of  a  sailor,  who  had  burned  his  face  by  an  acci- 
dent; and  in  getting  it  well,  he  having  a  very  strong 
black  beard,  this  loathsome  disease  was  left  upon  the 
premises. 

The  ointment  in  the  sycosis  should  be  used  at 
least  three  times  a  day. 
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Sciatica  and  Tic  Douloureux. 

These  complaints  are  twin-sisters,  and  they  are 
generally  cnred  hy  the  same  means ;  but  very  fre- 
quently a  change  of  weather — from  warm  to  cold 
wind — will  occasion  them  to  return  with  all  their 
force.  The  sciatica  can  seldom  be  cured  without 
strict  attention  be  paid  to  keeping-  the  limb  at  rest : 
the  tic  is  not  so  much  incommoded  by  exercise — but 
both  these  terrible  diseases  require  an  equable 
warmth  to  be  kept  up  upon  the  part  affected. — The 
pain  from  both  of  them  is  very  capriciously  acted 
upon  by  heat  and  cold; — the  tic  is  sometimes  pe- 
riodical from  the  first,  and  sometimes  gets  gradually 
estabUshed  in  that  type,  —  A  current  of  air,  and 
sometimes  a  warm  bed,  will  bring  on  an  attack  of 
the  sciatica ;  and  frequently  a  sense  of  warmth  will 
remove  the  pain  entirely.  A  good  eruption, 
brought  out  by  means  of  a  smart  rubefacient,  such 
as  the  tartrate  of  antimony,  will  sometimes  give  great 
rehef  in  sciatica.  The  turpentines  are  sometimes  effi- 
cacious in  sciatica  as  well  as  in  tic : — a  little  Venice 
turpentine,  spread  upon  brown  paper,  and  applied 
to  the  part  affected,  will  sometimes  relieve  the  tic; 
equal  parts  of  olive  oil  and  oil  of  turpentine,  make 
a  very  good  liniment,  and  may  be  directed  against 
both  the  complaints  by  rubbing  the  pained  part  well 
three  times  a  day ;  and  I  have  found  ten  or  twelve 
drops  of  oil  of  turpentine,  taken  in  a  spoonful  of  cold 
water  or  a  little  honey,  useful  in  both  these  painful 
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affections,  whatever  other  medicine  the  patient  is 
engaged  with — ten  or  twelve  drops  answer  better 
than  a  larger  quantity. — My  sheet  anclior  for  both 
these  affections  is  the  sem:  stramonii — 

R  liac.  Capsici  5j- 
Calomel  gr.  x. 
Sem.  Stramon. 

Muc.  G.-  Arabi  q.  s.  m.  ft.  Pil.  Lx. 
quar.  Sum.  j.  4ta  quaq,  hora. 

R  Opii.  5j. 

01.  Caryoph.  q.  s.  ft.  Til.  xxx. 
quar.  sum  j.  dolore.  urgente. 

R  Solut.  Mineral.  Fowler.  Cap.  gtt.  v. 
in  aq.  Font.  bis.  Indies. 

PoRRiGO  Favosa  of  the  Face. 

A  lady,  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  was  sent  me 
from  Edinburgh,  with  the  above  complaint,  which 
had  fixed  upon  her  nose,  and  resembled  exactly  Dr, 
Bateman^s  illustration  which  he  gives  under  that 
head,  in  his  book  of  coloured  engravings  of  diseases 
of  the  skin.  It  was  a  great  thick  crust  or  scab, 
which  covered  the  whole  of  the  nose,  and  was  very 
disgusting.  I  gave  her  a  gentle  aperient,  with  a 
small  proportion  of  iodine  in  it,  and  directed  her  to 
smear  her  nose  every  day  twice,  Avith  the  unguent 
from  the  following  formula. 

R  Axung.  Porcln.  Biij. 
Pulv.  Digitalis.  5  ni. 
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These  \A  ere  kept  in  an  iron  ladle  over  the  fire  a- 
bont  ten  minutes,  in  about  the  lieat  of  boiling  water, 
and  then  strained  through  hnen  cloth.  1  forget  how 
long  the  lady  continued  taking  her  medicine  and 
using  her  unguent,  before  the  great  rugged  case  to 
her  nose  dropped  off  in  one  continuous  piece. 

The  lady,  I  should  have  said,  drank  the  Middleton 
water  and  bathed  in  the  warm  bath  whilst  she  re- 
mained with  us  ;  and  did  us  the  honor  the  next  sum- 
mer, to  come  and  gratify  us  with  a  sight  of  our 
complete  success. 

As  the  above  very  formidable  disease  generally 
originates  in  a  cluster  of  flat  straw-coloured  pustules, 
which  form  upon  the  face, — and  after  breaking,  lay 
the  foundation  of  great  thick  scabs ;  yet,  if  we  see 
the  next  case,  we  shall  find  that  the  same  complaint 
may  form  from  a  different  origin. 

A  pale  young  lady,  of  rather  a  dull  complexion, 
observing  a  number  of  small  black  points  upon  the 
sides  of  her  nose,  which  she  and  her  female  friends 
considered  to  be  worms,  had  set  about  pressing  them 
out  by  means  of  her  finger  nails,  and  thereby  in- 
flamed her  nose  in  such  a  way,  that  these  little 
puncta  threw  out  a  viscous  fluid,  which  soon  changed 
to  a  formidable  crust  upon  the  nose,  which  would 
not  give  way  to  any  lotion  till  we  used  the  sulphur 
liniment,  with  which  we  have  successfully  treated 
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T  U  MO  U 11 . 

A  post  captain  of  the  navy,  consulted  me  for  a  tu- 
mour which  had  grown  upon  tlie  l)lade  bone  of  the  left 
shoulder,  and  covered  the  whole  of  the  bone.  It  was 
of  the  ADIPOSE  SARCOMA,  spccics — and  was  ap- 
parently about  two  inches  deep,  but  gave  no  trouble 
in  handling  it.  He  had  made  several  efforts  to  get 
rid  of  it  before  he  came  to  me. — I  advised  him  to 
get  two  light  wooden  hammers  made,  just  heavy 
enough  each  to  crack  a  walnut,  and  to  set  his  servant 
to  work  to  hammer  the  tumour  with  both  hands  du- 
ring two  or  three  hours  every  day.  His  servant, 
who  had  seen  the  calkers  in  the  King^s  dock  yards 
at  work,  set  about  it  with  great  spirit,  and  contrived, 
in  pummeling  his  master,  to  do  it  exactly  in  calk- 
ing TUNE — -however,  he  roused  the  absorbents  to 
such  a  degree,  that  in  a  little  time  the  tumour  had 
vanished. 

Horns. 

A  shoe-maker,  in  the  village  of  Manfield,  near 
Darlington,  a  strong  man,  about  fifty,  applied  to  me 
for  relief  from  a  complaint  which  he  called  horns, 
which  were  excrescencies — very  nearly  resembling 
cockspurs,  adhering  to  the  skin  in  all  the  most  mus- 
cular parts  of  his  body — and  only  in  these  parts. — 
They  were  all  erect,  and  completely  imbedded  in  the 
skin  in  the  broadest  end ;  the  base  had  a  fleshy  or 
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cartilaginous  feel,  which  ran  up  to  a  sharp  horny 
point,  resembling  nothing'  so  closely  as  the  spur  of  a 
cock — they  were  mostly  about  an  inch  in  length, 
some  of  them  exceeded  it. — I  had  seen  nothing-  of  the 
kind  before — but  as  the  man  pressed  me  much  to 
try  something  with  him,  I  gave  him  some  powders 
with  hydrarg.  et  antimon.  combined,  which  soon  be- 
gan to  affect  his  mouth,  and  in  a  very  few  days  the 
whole  of  the  excrescencies  rolled  off",  leaving  at  the 
base  a  small  cup,  which  gradually  filled  up.  He  had 
no  return  of  them  during  his  life. 


THE  END. 
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